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Please Respect the Ponds

Walpole Ponds Management is working dili-
gently to improve the local ponds here in Walpole
and we are asking for your help while you are en-
joying these ponds. Please pick up after yourself.
More importantly, please consider bringing a small
bag with you when you go fishing and at the end of
your day, pick up anything someone less environ-
mentally considerate might have left behind. If we
work together, the areas around the ponds will re-
main beautiful.

Thank you,
Walpole Ponds Management



Fish can be found in a number of ponds here in Walpole. Here is a
list of ponds with the best access.

• Memorial Pond (School St.)

• Clarks Pond (Stone St.)

• The Dam (Washington St.)

• Cobbs Pond (Main St.) across from Stop & Shop

• White Bridge (South St.)

• Turner Pond (Elm St.)

Walpole unfortunately has a lot of weeds in it’s ponds due
to the shallow depth. Although there are still plenty of ways to
find and catch the fish. Various weedless methods can be used and
top water methods as well. In the winter and early spring a lot of
regular lures can be used before the growth starts. Spring into
summer is when weedless tactics come into play. Fall back into
winter is when you may be able to switch back to some other
lures, but don’t forget that live baits and chum bait like chicken
liver are always proven ways to bring in the lunkers.



Clarks Ponds

Cobbs Ponds

Parking

Parking across the street at Stop & Shop



Turner Pond

Memorial Pond

Parking

Parking



Here is a group of photos of not only the fish you will find, but
also many other forms of wild life around our ponds. Also en-
closed are some different fishing lures and baits that can be used.
You will also find various swivels and knot methods that will
make fishing easier for you.

Bluegill Earth worms/small spinnerbaits

Yellow Perch Earth worms/shiners

Sun fish Earth worms/small inline spinners



Large Mouth Bass Any live bait/any lure

Cat fish Dead shiners/chicken liver

Eel Dead shiners/chicken liver



Pickerel Any live baits/many lures

Hornpout use catfish methods

White Perch Shiners and small lures



Blue Heron

Snapping Turtle

Common Sun Turtle



How to Start Up a Freshwater Fishing 
Tackle Box 

How to Start Up a Freshwater Fishing Tackle Box 

Overview 
Outfitting a tackle box can seem challenging, especially when you are in the 
sporting goods store with thousands of potential items to include. Understanding 
what kind of fishing you want to do and the species of fish you will target helps 
determine the type of tackle box you need and what will go inside. For example, 
using live bait for catfish requires sinkers, swivels, hooks and bait jars, while 
largemouth bass fishing needs crank baits, soft plastics and other artificial lures. 
With a little forethought and planning, you can have your tackle box properly set 
up for your next fishing trip. 

Step 1 
Select a tackle box that is large enough to hold the amount of tackle you need, 
with about 20 percent more room to spare. Examine the tackle box trays for wells 
and racks that can hold the type of tackle you use, from small swivels to large 
spools of fishing line. Consider purchasing a tackle box that is expandable, with 
add-on trays to increase and vary the storage space. 

Step 2 
Ensure the plastic the tackle box is made from is not sensitive to the solvents 
used in many pieces of tackle, such as soft plastic lures. 

Step 3 
Purchase a good supply of basic tackle if you are building an all-around 
freshwater tackle box. A range of utility tackle such as sinkers, swivels, beads, 
bobbers, hooks and other items will help you be prepared for any fishing trip. 
Select tackle that works for the size of fish species you want to catch. 

Step 4 
Divide your tackle by type. Place utility tackle in one drawer, and soft plastics 
such as worms and grubs in another. Jigs, hard baits, flies, spinner baits and 
other artificial lures should each have their own compartments. 

Step 5 
Make space in your tackle box for other non-tackle items. Include nail clippers, 
pliers, surgical clamps, knives and other such gear that come in handy at one 
time or another while fishing. A first aid kit and sunscreen are also useful. 



Earth worms (All) Buzz Bait (for Bass)

Jerk bait (various) Shiners (all)

Crayfish (Bass) Weedless frog (Bass)



Popular knot Hook/swivel setup

Swivels Wacky worm (Bass)

The weedless worm is the most popular way to catch Bass
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Ice
Fishing



What is Ice fishing?
The basics of Ice fishing is finding an iced up body of water
that contains fish. If the ice is thick enough to support you
and your tackles weight then just drill a decent size hole and
drop a hook and line with a bait or maybe a lure and your Ice
fishing.
Of course you might of guessed like everything in life, if you
want to become good add it, experience and knowledge
make a big difference.
So lets get the very basic questions answered of whats
required to get started.

Tackle
An ice fishing rod and reel does not need to be long, about 2
ft is a standard size. A basic rod and reel costs just a few dol-
lars.
Ice fishing line is manufactured and designed espe-
cially for extreme conditions like Ice fishing and is
probably a good idea to get this type of monofilament.

Bait
Most ice fisherman either use bait on hooks or jigs
and lures.

Making a Hole
To get access to the fish a whole must be made to drop your
line into.
To drill a hole through ice most anglers need to use a tool
called an auger which makes your hole in the ice.
The auger is best desribed as a giast screw with a blade that
pentetrates the ice after rotating a number of times.
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Ice 

Thickness 
(inches) 

Permissible Load  
(clear, blue, lake ice)  

2" or less STAY OFF! 

4" 
Ice fishing or other activities 
on foot 

5" Snowmobile or ATV 

8" - 12" Car or small pickup truck 

12" - 15" Medium truck  
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• The right knot is important.  You want the strongest knot possible so that you don’t lose the fish.
A simple overhand knot weakens line by about 50 percent.  

• Practice tying knots.  Take a length of fishing line, a hook with the point cut off or buried into 
a cork, and practice.  Practice until you can tie each knot correctly.   

• Wet knots with saliva as you pull them tight.  This prevents damage to the line and allows the 
knot to pull tight.

• Pull knots tight to prevent slippage.  
• Trim knots closely with a nail clipper.  A good knot, pulled tight, will not come loose.  

Close trimming prevents the knot from catching snags or weeds.  Do not burn the tag end – 
heat damages the line and knot.

• Knots have their own terminology.  The "tag end" (sometimes called the "working end") is the 
end of the line used to tie the knot.  The "standing end" is that part of the line coming from 
your fishing reel.   

• Leave a foot or more of the "tag end" of line for tying knots so that you can tie them properly. 
• Pull up all ends when tightening the knot.  With some knots this will be only the standing end 

and tag end; with other knots it might be three or four ends.
• Knots are rarely as strong as the line.  Knot strength is often expressed in percent, such as the 

percentage of the strength of the line at which the knot (weaker than the line) will break.  
As an example, a knot testing 90 percent will break at nine pounds of tension in a line testing 
ten-pounds.

There are several types of knots.  These knots are especially good for nylon monofilament, 
the most commonly used line for all fishing.

KNOTS TO TIE ON HOOKS, LURES, RIGS

Knots to tie a fishing line to a hook or lure are the basic and used in all fishing.  

IMPROVED CLINCH KNOT- This is a variation of an older clinch knot.  The variation 
(a final tuck of the line back through a loop) makes this knot test 95 percent of the line strength.
The secret of this knot is to make five turns of the tag end of the line around the standing end part
before running the tag end back through the formed loop.  Use for lines up to 20 pound test.

KNOTS YOU NEED TO KNOW
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Knots You Need To Know

Fishing knots allow you to properly tie your line to your hook, lure and other tackle.  
These knots have been developed and tested thoroughly to assure tying ease and strength.
Each knot has a specific purpose.  Before you learn any new knot, consider the following:

#1 #2



PALOMAR KNOT – This knot, over 95 percent in strength, takes more line to tie because it is
doubled first.  It is good for lines up to and over 20 pound test.  Because it is run doubled through
the lure or hook eye, knotted and then looped over the hook or lure, it may tangle easier.  It is a
favorite knot of many anglers.

NON-SLIP LOOP KNOT – This knot creates a fixed loop so that a hook can freely move.  It is
best with larger lines where a tight knot such as the Improved Clinch can impede the hook/bait or
lure movement.  It is similar to tying the Improved Clinch Knot.  

KNOTS TO JOIN LINES 

Knots to join line are good for retying broken lines and to join a leader to the end of the line.   

BLOOD KNOT – This knot requires five turns of line, with each tag end around the overlapped
standing end of line.  This is easy to do by making one series of turns and tucking the tag end
between the two lines and then repeating with the second line.  It is a good knot if the lines are not
too dissimilar in diameters. It’s good for tying 15 pound test line to 20 pound test line; not good
for tying 15 pound test line to 50 pound test line.  
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Knots You Need To Know

#1 #2

#3 #4

#1

#2

#3



SURGEON’S KNOT – This makes it easy to join two lines, but one line must be short, since you
have to bring the one end through the formed overhand loop.  As with other lines, use a lot of 
overlapping line so that you can pull on all four ends to properly pull tight.  Work with both lines
together as you tie this, and make sure that both loops are the same size to assure a strong knot. 

LOOP KNOTS

Use loop knots to make a loop in the end of a rig to which the line can be tied or to make
two loops for an interconnecting loop system of attaching tackle parts.

SURGEON’S LOOP – This knot is similar to the Surgeon’s Knot for joining lines.  To make this,
fold over the tag end of line and form the knot using both strands to make a double overhand knot.
Pull up carefully on both the two ends and the loop.     

FIGURE-EIGHT LOOP – This loop knot is also easy to tie.  Fold over the tag end of line (leave
lots of line for this) and then form a figure-eight bend with the two lines, ending by going through
the first loop.  As with the Surgeon’s Loop, pull tight on the loop and both tag ends.
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Knots You Need To Know

#1

#2 #3

#4

#1
#2

#1 #2

#3



SPECIAL KNOTS

ARBOR KNOT – You need to attach the
line to your fishing reel, but this knot does
not need to be strong.   Run the line around
the spool hub (arbor) and make an overhand
knot around the standing line.  Clip and 
pull tight.  

IN-LINE DROPPER – This allows you to make a loop in the middle of your line to attach a hook
or other rig.  Fold the line back over itself to make a loop, and then twist the two overlapping line
sections four or five times.  Pull the loop through this center twist.   Pull tight.

Check your library or tackle shop for fishing knot booklets/books 
to learn more knots and more about knot tying.   
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Knots You Need To Know

#1
#2

#3
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bseBayStateEnvelope
Solutions for Marketing Communications
440 Chauncy Street, Mansfield, MA 02048
Phone: 508.337.8900  l Fax: 508.337.8990

To advertise your business in future editions contact:
Dan Ryan @ (508) 962-7279

or walpolepondsdryan@gmail.com



We hope that we have provided you with a good guide to
what can be caught here in Walpole. Don’t forget that some of
these fish will be very difficult for you to catch. Patience is
needed when fishing.

Please visit us at Walpole-ma.gov/PondMgt.htm. For the latest
Turner Lodge information, click on our Facebook link at the
bottom of the page.

To book your event at Turner Lodge contact:
Dan Ryan @ (508) 962-7279
or walpolepondsdryan@gmail.com



Any questions please feel free to contact us at
Walpole-ma.gov/PondMgt.htm or
walpolepondsdryan@gmail.com



Smiles & Memories...
Brought to you by the

Walpole Ponds Management


