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Board of Selectmen  
Minutes of April 7, 2015 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held on Tuesday, April 7, 2015 

beginning at 7:00pm in the Main Meeting Room of the Town Hall.  The following 

members were present.  

    Mark Gallivan, Chairman  

    Christopher Timson, Vice Chairman 

    Nancy Mackenzie, Clerk  

    Clifton Snuffer 

    James Stanton 

 

Mr. Gallivan called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

 

Passing of Betty Cottrell who served on Historical commission, Conservation 

Commission and many others.  She knew more about Walpole’s history than anyone in 

town.  

 

Read the Proclamation for Arbor Day.  

 

 

SPONSORED AGENDA ITEMS 

 

4-1 Bench, Catherine Winston 

Senator Timilty worked with Cathy Winston who served as a Selectmen and she made 

great efforts at the food pantry and other things. She was always helping people.   This 

will be done with no public funds and this would keep our friends memory alive. 

Mr. Timson served with her for a long time on the Board and she was one of his favorites 

on the Board.  This is a nice tribute to her.    Mr. Gallivan is in Favor. 

MOTION  moved by Mr. Timson to grant permission for the placement of a bench in 

memory of Catherine E. Winston on the S. Walpole Common with location being 

approved by Robert Leblanc., seconded by Mr. Snuffer VOTED   4-0-0 

 

Senator Timilty will keep the Board up to date on this matter.  

 

Nancy arrived at 7:09pm 

 

4-2 Grant of Location, NSTAR (For Wal-Mart traffic signals) 

Christine Cosby, grant of location to relocate four poles.   To allow for the road widening 

and new traffic signals at Wal-Mart.    Mr. Snuffer noted that a few weeks ago during 
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open forum the individual that owns Dr. Detail, Car wash, came to us suggesting that by 

placement of signalization near his entrance and exit.  That would harm his business, and 

this would put him out of business.   We were surprised by his request.  It was to his 

advantage to go back to the Planning Board.   If he was fairly notified as others were.   

Under none of the meetings that took place were there any objections.   We do have a say 

as to what happens there.  

Mr. Johnson spoke to the Secretaries of Zoning and Planning,  Kate and Liz, the man 

who owns Dr. Detail did not contact the Planning Board or ZBA.  Mrs. Mackenzie asked 

if during the notification he returned the return receipt card.   Attorney Macchi- you do a 

card when it is a subdivision you do certified mail. This did not require notification.   I do 

have with me a copy of the abutters list and you will notice and he was notified.    My 

only concern is this process is out to bid and it is very expensive.  Wal-Mart is concerned 

if it delays they will have to start the process again.   Mr. Stanton,  you represented Wal-

Mart, Mr. Goodman contacted me and is very concerned about this, appears that he was 

notified, however, stress that he had concerns how this could impact his business.   He 

contacted Wal-Mart.   Attorney Macchi noted they are ready to do this, if you do not 

want this, you can say so.   A lot of time and effort has been put into this, went to Town 

Meeting three times.   He gave the Board a copy of the decisions.   Wal-Mart has contd. 

this process.  Thru your Board you asked us to extend the time frame.  We went back and 

asked for a modification.   There was a report by McMahon.  If he has the report in 

fairness he should have a report that disputes McMahon.  When I was at another hearing 

the owners of Dunkin Donuts want it.   We are not taking sides either way.    We will do 

whatever the town wants us to do.   Mr. Goodman started questioning because of the 

surveying.    Wal-Mart wants to do everything possible.    Mr. Gallivan agrees and 

appreciates that.  It was noted that Wal-Mart has been working with the town.    There 

have been accidents at that RT27 intersection.    The cost of that light to install is 

$800,000 dollars.  Attorney Macchi feels bad that an abutter is upset.  This has gone on 

for 5 years.   I do not think everyone is going to be happy all the time.    All Wal-Mart is 

asking for is direction whatever you want.   Wal-Mart is honoring what it said it would 

do.    

Attorney Macchi explained they worked hard with Mass DOT.  This was a long process.   

Mrs. Mackenzie noted it was clear that this light was needed.  Increase public safety and 

they should take advantage of it.   One person isn’t happy, but we should think about 

public safety.   This light came out of the traffic study.  They came up with the idea and 

Wal-Mart has agreed to go along with it.    I am defending the public safety side.  It is a 

benefit to the town.   The reality is if someone is to challenge it they should have a study 

done.   Mr. Timson if the net result is public safety.  It would be nice to have the answer 

to that question.   I was wondering what it would take for the town to see if that issue was 
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looked at.   We are struggling, as an individual who says it could put him out of business.   

We have a professional saying that this would improve public safety.    

Discussion on how the traffic lights came about ensued.  It was noted that during the site 

plan approval process for the expansion of Wal-Mart, the Planning Board initiated the 

need for a light.    Attorney Macchi noted that one board cannot impose a condition on 

another.   The Planning and ZBA voted in their decision to install lights.    A sliver of 

land was required.  That went thru Mass DOT.  We hosted a meeting here and they 

promised it would go forward.   We put it on the Warrant.   The catch was Mass Dot had 

to complete the work within 120 days of the vote.   The fourth time we got it.    

Mrs. Mackenzie went to Mass DOT with Michael because they were not moving the 

process.   Mr. Snuffer, no one looking for a victory.   I back track where consequences 

might lie.   The notification I believe happened.   We suggested he go to Planning Board 

ASAP.  I would have expected to have heard that took place.   For this Board it becomes 

difficult, we do not want to be the cause for someone going out of business.   Wal-Mart 

has been very cooperative.  I want to afford the person the opportunity.  

Attorney Macchi they are trying to be a good neighbor.   If someone protests something 

they should show evidence that there is a problem.   Mrs. Mackenzie and Mr. Gallivan 

are fine with voting on this tonight, I think change is hard for people.  The light on the 

other side has been a great success.   We do not want to feel that we have harmed anyone.   

I think after the change happens the owner will be presently surprised.    

Mr. Stanton noted this business is a car wash it is a conveyor belt of cars and there is only 

so much room to get back on to RT 27.  I think this will be a detrimental effect.     

MOTION moved by Mr. Timson  to approve the grant of location for High Plain Street to 

install four poles and remove 4 poles as requested contingent upon the board’s vote 

support the Traffic signals, seconded by Mr. Snuffer, VOTED  5-0-0 

 

4-3 Special Police Officer 

 

MOTION moved by Mr. Timson  to appoint Timothy Nagle as the Special Police Officer 

for the Town of Walpole, seconded Mr. Stanton, VOTED 4-0-1(Mrs. Mackenzie 

abstained) 

 

4-4 Resignation, Gary Riggott 

 

MOTION moved by Mr. Timson  to accept the resignation of Gary Riggott from the 

Conservation Commission , seconded by Mr. Snuffer  VOTED 5-0-0 

 

4-5 Vote Re-appointments 
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MOTION moved by Mr. Timson to reappoint the listed residents to the following 

committees, seconded by Mrs. Mackenzie,   VOTED 5-0-0 

 

Theresa Lehrman Council on Aging, Regular 

Paul Lunn  Economic Development Com, Regular 

Kathy Melish  Education Fund Com, Regular 

Jeffrey Hutnick Recreation Com, Associate 

James Manninen Trust Fund Commission, Regular 

 

4-6 MAPC appointment 

 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to appoint Elizabeth Dennehy as the Towns 

representative to MAPC for three years, seconded by Mr. Snuffer, VOTED 5-0-0 

 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to appoint James Johnson as the alternate, seconded 

by Mr. Timson VOTED    5-0-0 

 

 

4-7 Three One Day All Alcoholic Licenses 

 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to grant three (1) day All alcoholic licenses to the 

Knights of Columbus for April 25, 2015, May 10-, 2015 and May 17, 2015, seconded 

Mr. Timson, VOTED    5-0-0 

 

4-8 Gift Acceptance 

 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to accept the gift with thanks from Hollingsworth 

and Vose for the Fire Dept. in the amount of $1,000, seconded by Mr. Timson, VOTED   

5-0-0 

 

4-9  

MOTION moved by  Mrs. Mackenzie to accept the gift with thanks from AFSCME local 

1957 for the Veterans Gift Fund in the amount of $500, seconded by Mr. Timson, 

VOTED  5-0-0 

 

4-10  

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to accept the gift with thanks from Hollingsworth 

and Vose for the Police Safety fund in the amount of $1,000, seconded by Mr. Timson, 

VOTED 5-0-0 

 

4-11  

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to accept the gift with thanks from Walpole 

Woman’s club for the Library in the amount of $100, seconded by Mr. Timson, VOTED 

5-0-0 

 

4-12 A-Frame Request 
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MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to approve the request from Norwood Evening 

Garden Club to place an A-Frame on the Common from April 8 through April 13, 

seconded by Mr. Timson, VOTED   5-0-0 

 

STM ARTICLES 

 

Article #6 

MOTION moved by Mr. Timson to recommend Favorable Action on Article 6, seconded 

by Mrs. Mackenzie, VOTED    5-0-0 

 

Article #11 

Article 11 probably going to recommend $550,000.  Meeting on Thursday morning and 

should have a number by then.   Mr. Gallivan we should get reimbursed on some funds.  

Is there any word from the state?  Mr. Johnson noted the process is very slow probably 

not notified until the end of the next fiscal year.   The town cannot count on that money. 

Mr. Timson questioned, does it make sense to wait for that money.   

 

Articles 13, 14 and 15   
Fincom is recommending the same number capital did.  Mr. Snuffer is going to oppose it.  

The Blackburn is ahead of a second sidewalk plow.   I am going to have that argument 

and substitute motion for Blackburn.    

 

Mrs. Mackenzie would normally agree with you and go with Blackburn first.   When it 

comes to the equipment to plow have to make sure we get our schools open.  Have to be 

proactive.  Mr. Gallivan is comfortable with Capital Budget.  

 

Mrs. Mackenzie talked about maybe setting up a gift account to refurbish, repair the 

Blackburn.  Mr. Snuffer feels the Blackburn is a need not a want. Mrs. Mackenzie agrees. 

 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to recommend Favorable Action for Article 13, 

seconded by Mr. Timson, VOTED    4-1-0 (Mr. Snuffer opposed) 

 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to support Article 14, seconded by Mr. Timson, 

VOTED   4-1-0 (Mr. Snuffer opposed) 

 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to support Article 15, seconded by Mr. Snuffer    

 

Mr. Snuffer talked about Hitching Post Drive. Had an opportunity today a resident on the 

street about the condition of their street and the promises made over the past years.  

Know it is not in this resurface street article.  Wants to have a conversation with board to 

have a plan of attack, not full resurfacing.   Mrs. Mackenzie agrees, we have been 

burdened with numerous roads.   Mrs. Mackenzie noted over the last 6 years have 

brought various roads up to standards.   This road should be our next priority.   Knowing 

the roads, this was the next one on our docket.  Mr. Timson, the good news, it seems we 
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found a viable method to cost less and to get this road back to normal and get a good 

road. Hope it is a fiscal win.  

 

Mr. Johnson the work was stopped.  There is currently $29,000 left in the account.  DPW 

is working with Kevin Sullivan to get some pricing.  Four spots I asked them to look at.   

Once we get the numbers I will present to the Board.  Mr. Snuffer noted driveway to 

roadway split conditions the town made a promise.   Regardless of the Town 

Administrator I know the Board made a promise and we should keep it.  

 

Mr. Gallivan stated this is my neighborhood so I am going to abstain 

 

4-0-1 (Mr. Gallivan abstained) 

 

Article #18 

 

Mr. Snuffer the reason I do this is sometimes revolving funds, they can grow to a height 

that they never intended to grow to.   Under recreation, the entire budget for that is 

$229,000 the article says it can grow to 400,000.    

 

MOTOIN moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to support article 18 as presented, seconded by Mr. 

Stanton, VOTED   5-0-0 

 

Article #29, Cable Fund 

 

Mr. Johnson,  when I brought this up to Fin Com they asked me what this was about.    

My concern going forward with agreements.   Allowing cable television to come into a 

public building.    Mr. Snuffer one thing this does it pits the request the state approve 

language puts us in a box.  It causes us to bump Article 29 against the articles of 

incorporation.   The agreement with BOS and entity, combining of funds, whether we 

have the ability to assign grants.   That is new ground, what I want out of this, have a 

dialogue, whose money goes first, who pays what, what are performers, needs to be put 

side by side.  I know the hard work that has been put into this.  The devil in the details I 

want to iron out.   This deals with a new regulation dealing with the money that comes in 

from subscribers.   5% is added on to the bill.   I think that part is straight forward.  We 

are going thru a change and how public access TV is being done.     Walpole Media Corp.  

New Board, putting together new Regs.   Good to get all of these things out on the table.   

 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

South Street- Received word last week that the final judgment for properties are in  and 

waiting for the State.  

 

South St project Manager- Received a signed a proposal from Fuss and O’Neill last week 

to oversee the demolition.  Would like board’s authorization to sign.  
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MOTION moved by Mr. Snuffer to authorize James Johnson permission to sign the 

proposal with Fuss and O’Neil environmental consulting services for South Street, 

seconded by Mr. Stanton, VOTED  5-0-0 

 

Letter from S. Lawson, to Representatives hope to get this sent out next week  

 

Algonquin Gas Line- they reduced the scope of the project. The way it was all handled 

and affected a lot of lives.   Would like to see a map of the .3 miles.    

 

If we need to meet on the 21
st
 we can.  The Board is meeting next Monday with Sewer 

and Water and Tuesday is a workshop.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Stanton wanted to mention there are some deadlines on 4/13 RTM have to file a 

letter from incumbents if you want to be on the ballots.   April 16 is last day to get blank 

nomination papers.   

 

 

 

MINUTES 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to approve the minutes of  March 3,2015, seconded 

by Mr. Timson VOTED 5-0-0 

MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to approve the minutes of  March 10,2015, 

seconded by Mr. Timson VOTED, 5-0-0 

 

MOTION moved by Mr. Timson to adjourn 8:20pm seconded by Mr. Snuffer, VOTED 

5-0-0 

 


