
The Regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Main Meeting Room of the Town Hall.   The following 
members were present.  
 
 
   Eric Kraus, Chairman  
   Michael Berry, Vice Chairman 
   Mark Gallivan, Clerk  
   Nancy Mackenzie 
   Christopher Timson  
 
   Also present:  

Michael Boynton, Town Administrator 
 
 
Mr. Kraus called the meeting to order.   
 
Pledge of allegiance 
Announcements and Proclamations 
Val Donahue ,Sue Abate and Don Anderson are Employees of the month. 
 
Sponsored Agenda Items 
Public Hearing, Conrad’s Restaurant 
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Berry to open the Public hearing, seconded by Mr. Timson, 
VOTED 5-0-0 
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to waive the reading of the notice, seconded by Mr. 
Berry, VOTED   5-0-0 
 
Robert Conrad has a lease agreement with the owner of the old Kahana property in the 
center of town and is opening a family style restaurant with a sports theme.   He has a 
restaurant in Norwood and 75% of his business is food and the rest is liquor.   He will 
have daily specials priced from 12 to17 dollars.   He is taking over the old drycleaner area 
and plans on a function room.  He is also asking for outside seating on the patio with 9 to 
10 tables.    It is an open patio ¾ covered and will not be open for the winter months.   He 
currently has over 50 staff in Norwood and hopes to have new staff here. 
 
The Board is very pleased with him opening a restaurant at this location. It has been 
closed for over ten years.  It was noted of Bob’s involvement in the Stone Field 
revitalization.   He gives back to the town.    
 
Mr. Boynton thanked Bob for bringing this forward, a big thank you to the Goldman 
family and owners of the complex.    
 



Mr. Kraus is thrilled to welcome Mr. Conrad to town and wishes him much success.   
Please be careful with that license as we have a zero tolerance.  
 
There was no one in the audience who wanted to speak on the issue.  
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to close the hearing, seconded by Mr. Berry, 
VOTED   5-0-0 
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to grant an All Alcoholic Common Victualler’s 
license to Condev Inc. d/b/a Conrad’s Restaurant, 907 Main Street, subject to the 
applicant meeting the conditions of the Building Department, Fire Department and Board 
of Health, seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
Casino Discussion 
As Chair, I placed this topic on tonight's agenda to allow for the dialogue to continue on 
how we as a Board are able to best serve the Community regarding the possibility of a 
casino in the Town of Foxborough. As I stated at the last meeting, this Board has been 
most active to date in presenting our concerns of a large casino before boards in 
Foxborough, and we have taken the front-and-center leadership role in opposing 
expansion of the Commuter Rail through Walpole to the Stadium, a critical component in 
the gaming licensing process for any casino applicant. In short, we have been outspoken! 
 
 
Tonight I will open the floor to the Board for continued discussion. At best, there is one 
additional step that this Board may take at this time, albeit a symbolic vote and nothing 
more. Our colleagues in Norfolk and Wrentham, after we in Walpole engaged the 
challenge at the table in Foxborough with a level of success, have joined in the discussion 
to lend their support to the Foxborough Board of Selectmen for their vote taken on 
December 27th at a meeting our own Nancy Mackenzie participated in. It has been 
requested now, though, that we follow the lead of those other communities. To that, I 
would suggest that they have followed our lead. 
 
 
All that being said, I do recognize the amazing pressure that our colleagues in 
Foxborough are facing in dealing with such a daunting issue, and, in being the only 
Board who truly gets "the final say". Their courage to address this topic head on, and to 
cast a vote that reflects the public opinion in their community is commendable. Tonight, I 
would suggest that our Board cast a vote in support of their action, and to communicate 
that support to them in letter form. I would also ask that we communicate our displeasure 
and concern with the expanded gaming legislation to our legislative delegation, and 
request that they swiftly and decisively act to provide a greater and more expanded & 
extended voice for surrounding communities in the licensing process. We clearly have 
the most to lose in this game yet have essentially no true ability to positively effect the 
outcome as the law is written today, 
 
 



Again, we have not been nor will be silent. We in Walpole, as a Board of Selectmen and 
a Planning Board, have been out front on this issue since it began and in fact beforehand 
given our stance on the commuter rail. The record speaks for itself. 

 
MOTION moved by Mr. Kraus that the Walpole Board of Selectmen send letter of 
support and thanks to the Foxborough Board of Selectmen for their vote of December 27, 
2011 and to urge them to continue to consider the needs of their neighboring 
communities throughout the Route 1 development process, seconded by Mr. Berry, 
VOTED 5-0-0 
 
MOTION  moved by Mr. Kraus that the Walpole Board of Selectmen send a letter to its 
legislative delegation urging their action to provide neighboring communities to potential 
gaming facilities with a greater role in the licensing process, including the possibility of a 
referendum for voters approval, seconded by Mrs.  Mackenzie VOTED 5-0-0 
 
Senator Timilty congratulated the Board on their vote.  I wanted to hear from you and 
anyone who has comment.  I do not think we will be successful on surrounding 
communities, we tried to amend the bill to include surrounding communities and we 
failed.   Very difficult to make it 100% iron clad.   City of Boston and some other large 
cities had some concerns of an entire vote of the whole city.    It is up to the Town of 
Foxboro if they support a casino or not.   It is before the T meeting for zoning change.   
The community in Walpole has been engaged in the discussions.   Having a roll call 
against us, our efforts should be spent in the near term on working on groups in Foxboro.   
You have the ability to zone your community so you can grow the town.  What is being 
done is working very well 
 
Mr. Boynton talked about Budgets.   The problem we have is 145 million increase in 
Chap 70 money.   Not a dime extra to Walpole .   Need to task you and the house 
membership to try to bring additional Chap 70 funding to the town.     
 
Mr. Berry thanked  Senator Timilty for the Prison Mitigation funding.    
 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Deborah Burke, Town Meeting member precinct 5 , appreciate the board taking the vote 
and thank the three state reps who cover Walpole.   We very much appreciate them 
coming out and spending time with the neighbors.  The Plainville Chairman and TA will 
be attending a meeting in Walpole.  
 
Mr. Boynton explained it is a strategy session to decide and discuss whether we want to 
join in complete opposition.   No it is not a open public meeting.   It is designed as to 
what the legal rights are.   Ten communities invited to attend.  It is time to bring a 
number of communities to the table.  
 



Michael McCarthy- Thank you and ask you to do whatever you can.   Symbolic letter is 
all you can do at this time.  I am a direct abutter to the site.   On behalf of us who are 
close to this. To encourage you to do whatever you can.   
 
Bill Hamilton-I would like to request that the Board work with T. Counsel get an 
injunction to stop the train from passing over Summer St intersection until gates are put 
up there.    
 
Mr. Kraus noted the Board has not discounted his thoughts or request.    
 
John Murtagh-thank you for your vote and there is no conspiracy here, thanked the 
Representatives for spending 2 ½ hours in Walpole. They came to S. Walpole to see the 
site.  
 
Jimmy Taylor wanted to know how much money the town paid for the dog kennel.  Mr. 
Boynton explained Town Meeting authorized $85,000.  It is a good reuse of an old Town 
building, there are no neighbors.    
 
Joanne Damish is concerned with the proposal from the MBTA they are proposing 
cutting service on people who need the service. They want to cut the bus service.    
She then invited everyone to a meeting on Thursday at 1:30 in the center, special guest, 
Executive office of elders affairs 
 
Mr. Boynton noted as part of the MBTA service cuts, we were advised and one could 
eliminate 34E in Walpole.    It may terminate in the town of Norwood.  
 
Mike Corrie, Meadow Ridge Subdivision- talked about the road work that was completed 
in the subdivision.  The Town had done Chip Seal on the roadway.    He brought in a 
container full of the rocks that are in front of his driveway.  He told the Board his 
children can not skateboard in the street.  The town keeps sending out the sweeper and 
more and more rocks are there.   It needs to be fixed properly.   We feel we are getting 
the run around.  
 
Mr. Boynton explained the road was done properly, one company that does this.  
Chipseal is challenging process.   We send a sweeper out there anytime someone asks.   
After plowing you will get rocks on your lawn etc.   The town can not repave every 
single roadway.   We have other roads that we are proposing to do chip seal.   I can 
appreciate the jar of chips; it is something we say please bare with us.     There are 
several cars parked overnight on the roadway.  It is going to take some time.  It is far less 
expensive option.   It is a good product.    
 
Bob O’Brien- it is normal, it is a process that has been used.  It is used in other towns, 
and extends the roads.   Product was placed at a temperature of 80 degrees.  It is a good 
product.     As time goes on and the sweeping continues it will improve.  
 
 



Mr. Timson lives on a chip seal road.  It is a good product for extending the road, it is a 
bad product when you live on the road .  It takes about a year.   The Town does not  have 
the  money to do all the roads paving, all we can ask is that you bear with us.   It is a lot 
better than having a road that is falling apart.  If we could we would pave them all but we 
can’t.  

Open forum ended at 8:10 p.m. 

 
Business Recognition 
 
The Board invited Bowden Painting and Wallpapering, Maguire Kennels, Ginley Funeral 
home and Tre Jolie to the meeting.    They are being recognized for the milestones 
achieved in their business.   Mr. Kraus read the recognition for each of them into the 
record.   
 
Sue Maguire- I think you all know what Walpole means to me.  My dad was an animal 
inspector for 45 years.   Mr. Kraus thanked her for her Business and  contribution to the 
Town.  
 
8:20 Recreation Department Update 
Mr. Kraus applauded Josh for what his department does on the budget they have.   Josh 
explained their summer programs will be going on line tomorrow.  They held the first 
activity night for Middle School.   Help of police, health .  special thanks goes out to Bird 
Middle School. Talked about the High School mentors.  They have started a street team 
with the middle school and creative corner with Ora, she is a volunteer, seniors and 
residents to show off their talents.    A number of Adult classes, adding new classes on 
our web site and facebook.  A number of new computer classes.    
 
He will be working with many volunteers for concerts on the common.   Any business 
looking to help should call me. The Taste of Walpole will be held on February 9th and 
Walpole Day will be held on May 20th.  They are working with the Night before the 
Fourth Committee on fundraising.   They are working to make podcasts available for the 
community.     
 
Mr. Timson suggested it might be nice to commend the individuals in the HS mentoring 
program.    

 

1-20 Hazard Mitigation Grant,  Norfolk Street Drainage 
The Town received a grant in the amount of $295,243 to improve the drainage on 
Norfolk Street.   Ms. Walker and Mr. O’Brien are present to answer any questions.  He 
applauded them for their work.   Mr. O’Brien expressed that Ms. Walker never gave up 
on this issue.  This street has been a problem for many years.   It is a good thing for 
Walpole.  



 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to authorize Eric Kraus as CEO sign where 
required the Hazard Mitigation Grant Contract with MEMA for Norfolk Street Drainage 
Improvement, seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to appoint Margaret E. Walker, P.E. Town 
Engineer as the designated Project Manager , seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to appoint Michael Boynton, Town Administrator 
as the authorizing signatory for the contract, seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 

1-21 Board of Health, Resignation Carol Paul  
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Timson to accept with regret the resignation of Carl A. Paul, 
ED.D from the Board of Health, seconded by Mrs. Mackenzie, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
1-22 One Day Liquor 
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie  to approve the one day liquor license for Knights 
of Columbus for February 18, 2012, seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
1-23 Primary Election Warrant 

 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to sign the March 6, 2012 Presidential Primary 
election warrant, seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
1-24 Town Forest, Associate member 
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie  to appoint Kathleen DiNatale as an associate 
member to the Town Forest Committee, seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
1-25 to 1-30 Gift Acceptances 
 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to accept the Gift Acceptances for the Trails 
Committee, Fire Department, Police Dept and Council on Aging, seconded by Mr. 
Timson, VOTED 5-0-0 

1-31 2012, Spring Town Meeting Warrant 
 
Mr. Boynton briefly reviewed the articles within the Fall Town meeting warrant. Mr. 
Berry will have the abandoned property bylaw ready for February 7th.   The Board will 
sponsor the Article for the FEMA maps.  .  The Open Sessions of meetings of Elected 
Boards to be broadcast.  Mr. Berry had also requested an article adopting MGL c.138 
Section 33B which will allow restaurants to serve alcohol before noon.  There is a 
citizens petition that will deal with parking at the Boyden School during games. Will 



need additional article to be written to change the zones to PSRC district.    The Board is 
in support of the articles as presented on the warrant.  
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Timson to accept and close the 2012 STM warrant as written 
including the citizens petition, and the placeholder for the PSRC rezoning article, 
seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED    5-0-0 

 

FY2013 Budget 
Mr. Boynton presented an early Revenue expenditure comparison to the Board.      Not 
projecting any free cash.    Hope to get better data within the next few weeks.     Health 
Insurance rates are coming in at zero percent increase.   That is a testament with the 
partnership with union and non union alike.    The legacy plans are going up over 10% 
but because we fund to the rate saver limit so we have a zero increase.   That money that 
would have been expended is now available for the base.   Next year I do not anticipate a 
zero percent increase.    
Workshop meeting tomorrow night.   Projections where we are with rates. 
We are down in free cash I am anticipating a positive number, but I need to split up.  
There are items that can not be funded.  There are some bldg maintenance issues that will 
be from borrowing.    

Mark Gallivan was happy to see the zero percent increase.   

Mr Berry suggested they take a section of the budget at each meeting  

TA Update 
WISC Committee-  Assists the town on technical issues.   IT issues that are coming  
           forward. 
Economic summit –  Will be held on  Jan 31 at 7 p.m. 
Revolving funds-   Mr. Boynton wants to do an audit of the Recreation and Council on 

 Aging. This is purely technical review of where we are.  I have  
  asked for a quote.  Looking at doing an off cycle .   These should 

be popped  in on a more regular basis.     
Fire Dept antenna  Problem-filed insurance claim, it is not in eminent danger of  
   coming down today.  It is as old as the building.   The Chief is  
   anxious to get this resolved. 
Veterans services Budget-   John may be back looking for a reserve fund transfer.   
Snowstorm reimbursement- FEMA denial 
FY2013 Budget message-Feb 6 at 7 p.m. 
 
 
FEMA letter 
MOTION moved by Mrs. Mackenzie to send the letter to FEMA expressing the Boards 
disappointment in not receiving any funds, seconded by Mr. Kraus VOTED  5-0-0 
 
NEW BUSINESS 



 
Mr. Kraus had  received a phone call from the Globe and asked why they were not 
putting Sunnyrock Farm on as an override question, and he  expressed to them tthe other 
needs we have and we are excited to accept as a gift.  
 
Mr. Berry noted the  State Treasurer was talking about small business partnership.   The 
Walpole Cooperative Bank will receive 5 million to give out to business.   Should we 
reach out to Walpole cooperative bank to see if there is anything we can do to assist the 
business.  Ask Stephanie to look into it.   
 
Mr. Berry raised  the senior work off program.   Revisit it to see how it is working and 
what we can do to expand the program.   He wants it be sure that everyone is getting a 
fair shot.  Anything to tweak the program.  
 
OLD Business 
 
Mr. Timson talked about overlay districts for economic growth, have not been able to 
tackle that.   I am going to propose that we each be assigned an area that we are interested 
in having an overlay.   Talk to the people who are in the district.     We each have are own 
assignment.   
 
Mr. Timson talked about the  DT visioning event to get something done there the town is  
going to need funds that we do not have.  Invite the delegation in and show them the 
presentation and show them the need.   Get them thinking about it.   Have them come to 
the downtown .   
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Kraus to send the legislators a letter regarding the Downtown 
visioning inviting them to a presentation, seconded by Mrs. Mackenzie, VOTED   5-0-0 
 
Mr. Timson talked about town owned parcels.   It was suggested the Board meet on an 
off night to review  further.   Mrs. Mackenzie suggested a shorter list, run it through 
planning, conservation and sewer and water as to what limits there might be on some of 
the parcels.  
 
MINUTES 
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Berry,  to approve but not release the executive session minutes 
of June 28, 2011, seconded by Mr. Gallivan, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Berry  to approve but not release the executive session minutes 
of August 23, 2011, seconded by Mr. Gallivan, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Berry to approve but not release the second set of executive 
session minutes of August 23, 2011, seconded by Mr. Gallivan, VOTED 5-0-0 
 



MOTION moved by Mr. Berry to approve but not release the executive session minutes 
of December 13, 2011, seconded by Mr. Berry, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Berry  to approve the minutes of December 1, 2011 and 
December 13, 2011, seconded by Mr. Gallivan, VOTED 5-0-0 
 
 
MOTION moved by Mr. Berry  to adjourn 9:30, seconded by Mr. Gallivan, VOTED  5-
0-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


