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December 10, 2012
A regular meeting of the Board of Sewer & Water Commissioners was held on Monday, December 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the Edward J. Delaney Water Treatment Plant, 1303 Washington Street. 

Present:
James Taylor, Patrick Fasanello, Roger Turner, Ken Fettig and Kevin Muti. 


Also, Rick Mattson, Supt. of Sewer and Water. 

Mr. Taylor as clerk says he has reviewed the abatements submitted tonight with the secretary and is satisfied withal of them.  All abatements submitted are signed. 
Mr. Taylor says he reviewed the minutes and does not have a problem with them.  He then asks if there are any issues with other Commissioners.  Mr. Muti says he has one issue which has him making a motion and also seconding it.  The secretary reviews her notes and reports that it should have stated that Mr. Fettig was the one who seconded the motion.  Motion Made by Kevin Muti to accept the minutes of October 22, 2012 with the correction above.  Second by James Taylor.  Vote 4-0-1, Turner abstained.

SUPERINTENDENT’S STATUS REPORT

Mr. Mattson reports that his crew installed 400’ of water main and a hydrant on Eastland Circle in 2 days.   It will be pressurized and disinfected tomorrow and then available for use.   The Town Administrator has been in contact with the abutters and all have agreed to pay 100% of the cost of the project through betterments.  He adds there was about $15,000 in material, $1,000 for excavator rental, police details and patch work.  He feels his men did a very good job.   Mr. Mattson also reports that there was a broken water main on Squire Court and he pulled a couple of guys from Eastland Cir. to fix this and they then went back.  He says the Septage Facility is averaging about 3 loads per day and less than 10% are from Walpole.  Mr. Muti asks if the facility is being manned and Mr. Mattson responds that the hauler is required to give a 45 minute notice and we send someone at that time.  He adds that things are going smooth and after the holidays we should revisit our rate to cover the cost of running the facility.   Mr. Taylor says he wants to keep things going as they are where the hauler has to call and Mr. Mattson says he will as long as things run smoothly and if there needs to be an adjustment he will make it.   Mr. Fettig says he assumes there is no money to keep someone there full time.  Mr. Mattson agrees and says if it becomes lucrative he will figure it out.  Mr. Fasanello informs that he would like cards and monitor cameras which is in the capital budget but costs about $45,000.  Mr. Mattson speaks on the Gatehouse sewer pump station and the emails that have been ongoing.  It appears to him that they are reluctant to accept responsibility; however he has contacted Kent Nichols of Weston and Sampson and is asking him to walk the site with their engineer to get an understanding of the situation. 
WATER AND SEWER CAPITAL BUDGET SUBMITTAL 2014 – 2018
Mr. Fasanello refers to year 2015 priority #4 for the replacement of asbestos cement water pipes.   He feels there needs to be a lead notice to the people involved because if their services haven’t leaked before, they will.  If the street is open renewal of the service would be easier.  Mr. Mattson asks the Board to review his submittal and to focus on 2014.  He also asks that they look closely at the Old Post Road tank as something needs to be done.  This is to be put on the next agenda to discuss any recommended changes.   Mr. Mattson then informs that the O&M budget will be in the next package.  Mr. Fettig asks the process of these items and Mr. Mattson explains the steps and how the article decisions are ultimately up to Town Meeting. He also explains the differences in the funding sources and whether or not it becomes a stand alone article or included in the O&M capital.   
REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION COBB, 64 GOULD ST. 

It is explained to the Board that the Cobb’s were at their summer home and the office was receiving readings of high water usage.  Attempts were unsuccessfully made to contact the homeowners.  It was finally determined how to contact them and they immediately returned home to find out what the problem was.  Apparently there was a toilet that was left open and continued running.  Additionally, this had been going on for a period of time where part of the excessive water was not showing on our system due to an upgrade and/or malfunction with our equipment.   Therefore, the Cobb’s are asking for some type of relief from the charges they incurred.  There is discussion on this.   Mr. Fettig suggests splitting the sewer charge.   Mr. Turner feels they should keep with their policy and as soon as it was noticed there was attempts made to notify them.   Mr. Fasanello says the new system was put in to send readings directly to the office instead of someone going house to house.  The fact that there is the ability to alert people if there is running water is an ancillary to the system.  He feels they should be responsible for their own home.  Mr. Muti feels it would be a bad precedent set by going against our own policy that all water must be paid for.   Motion Made by Kevin Muti to notify the homeowners of 64 Gould Street that although we are sympathetic to their situation the charges stand as billed based on our policy for water passing through the meter.  Second by Patrick Fasanello.  Vote 3-2-0, Fettig and Taylor against.

REQUEST TO MEET AND PURCHASE WATER – MCI NORFOLK/CEDAR JUNCTION

Mr. Fasanello says he wouldn’t mind having them come to a meeting and hear what they have to say.  Mr. Muti says we have already gone this route and he is still not interested.  Mr. Fasanello says he would still like to hear their story.  Mr. Fettig sees no reason why we should not invite them in.  Motion Made by Ken Fettig to invite the Department of Correction’s Paul DiPaolo into our next meeting to hear what his request involves.  Second by James Taylor.  Vote 4-1-0, Muti against. 

IRRIGATION REQUEST OKOLIE, 89 HOUND PACK CIR.

Motion Made by Kevin Muti to authorize the installation of the irrigation system at 89 Hound Pack Cir. provided all requirements of the Superintendent are met.  Second by Patrick Fasanello.  Vote 5-0-0.  

NOTICE OF IRA COMPLETION REPORT – 2 NORTON AVE
Mr. Mattson says this is just telling us that the response to the leaking oil tank is completed and no action is required. 
SEWER SITUATION SUMMARY – BARNER, 152 MAIN ST.

Mr. Mattson explains that he had suggested that Mr. Barner write this letter.  He is looking for reimbursement for costs he incurred for a broken sewer pipe.  However we have no record of digging here, and he does not know if a contractor or Mass Highway may have caused the problem.  Mr. Barner had attempted to make his own repairs prior to calling the Water Dept. which is usually done in the opposite manner.   Mr. Mattson has submitted this letter to the Asst. Town Administrator who forwarded it to our insurance company.  The insurance company is now working with the homeowner.  

NORTHRIDGE FARM SUBDIVISION PLANNING BOARD DECISION 
Mr. Taylor says he drove in this area a couple of weeks ago and would like to know why the pipe is going towards the wetlands.  Mr. Turner says he believes there is a wetlands crossing involved with this project.  Mr. Mattson says all work in North Street is completed, all tests have passed and they are ready for connection.   This document is the definitive subdivision decision on file with the Town Clerk.  No action is necessary. 

CHARTER REVIEW
Mr. Fasanello says he would like to be on the Charter Review Committee as he has matters he would like addressed such as insuring protection of this Board in contract awards for water and sewer issues.  He asks that an inquiry be made as to the Sewer & Water Commission having representation on the Charter Review Committee.   

Mr. Fettig says in working with the Chamber of Commerce he has information regarding Benjamin Pollin and the “Patch” which is system of on line reporting that would be helpful of notifying the Town of issues via on line.   The information is taken and will be held for future use. 

Mr. Mattson speaks of the secretary’s evaluation which was late in being received and asks if the Board would like to have input or is he should perform the evaluation.   Mr. Fasanello says he thinks they both should do it and asks that a copy be sent to him so that he can provide input. 

Mr. Mattson hands out reports from GeoInsight and tells the Board that the petroleum that had shown previously and then disappeared with the rise and drop of the groundwater has again reappeared.  He thinks it is time to have Ken Trainor and/or Christine Binger into our next meeting to discuss this again.   The Board agrees. 

Mr. Muti asks if we are planning to have another hearing for the removal of fluoride.  There is discussion and it is decided that there should be another hearing for one of the meetings in February.  This will be scheduled and advertised.  

Motion Made by Kevin Muti to adjourn.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 5-0-0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Accepted January 14, 2013


Commissioner James P. Taylor, Clerk
