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January 14, 2013
A regular meeting of the Board of Sewer & Water Commissioners was held on Monday, January 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m., at the Edward J. Delaney Water Treatment Plant, 1303 Washington St. 

Present:
Patrick Fasanello, Roger Turner, Kevin Muti, James Taylor and Ken Fettig.   Also, Rick


Mattson, Supt. of Sewer and Water. 

All abatements submitted tonight are reviewed and signed. 

Motion Made by Kevin Muti to accept the minutes of December 10, 2012.  Second by James Taylor.  Vote 5-0-0.

SUPERINTENDENT’S STATUS REPORT
Mr. Mattson reports that he had just sent an email to all with any happenings and he suggests that there should be discussion and votes taken on capital improvements, betterments and inflow and infiltration.  He also tells that the water main on Eastland Circle is complete.  The septage facility is operational accepting 112,000 gallons to date.  They are still using the on call system and are accepting 1 to 3 loads a day and a monitor is onsite.  Mr. Fasanello says he has received a complaint from one of the haulers about the times at the facility.  There is discussion regarding the limits that the Board of Appeals had set.  He says he advised the hauler to come to the Board and state his case. 

BOARD OF APPEALS REQUEST FOR COMMENTS, RKS REALTY, 14 RENMAR AVE.

Mr. Mattson says this came before the Board years ago and there was some confusion expressed by the Town Engineer as the old plan was used.   He says this is an expansion to an existing building but the plan is showing the buildings to be proposed not existing.  However the building is already built so the plan used does not reflect what is truly to happen.   There is discussion on whether or not to invite the applicant in to our next meeting however it is decided that the Town Engineer needs to get the correct plan and let this Board know. 
HIGH OAKS PUMP REPLACEMENT QUOTE AND OFFER

The Commission reviews a quote and offer of $16,900 to replace two pumps.  Mr. Fasanello thought he would install the pumps.  Mr. Mattson says the ones that are currently in place are in good working order.  He adds that Mr. Walsh had offered $16,900 however Mr. Mattson countered with $19,700 to which Mr. Walsh agreed.  Mr. Fasanello says this needs to be put in writing.   Mr. Mattson talks about the inflow and infiltration for this project.  Mr. Walsh had sent a letter stating that he is willing to perform work at 85 West St. (sewer connection at Historic Realty) where there would be approximately 55’ of new 8” sewer connection service to the new interceptor; and in the spring of 2013 perform Stone Street pipe replacement as shown on Weston and Sampson’s C-1 Plan.  This will be the work he performs to have his bond released for inflow and infiltration requirements.  The Board is made aware that Mr. Walsh has sold the rest of the lots and it is asked if the pump will handle the extra lots.  The answer is yes.  Motion Made by Ken Fettig to accept the deed and dedication of the High Oaks IV pump station upon Mr. Walsh’s offer of $19,700 for pump replacement being put in writing and subsequently paid and the completion of a sewer connection at 85 West Street as well as sewer repair on Stone Street as previously indicated to address inflow and infiltration.   Second by James Taylor.  Vote 5-0-0.
REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION – DEKORT, 44 HERITAGE DRIVE

Ms. DeKort of 44 Heritage Dr. has sent a an email asking the Board to  consider abating a portion of her sewer bill based on the fact that her 5 year old daughter turned on the outside spigot and forgot to shut it off.    She is asking that $47.00 be taken off her sewer bill.  Information provided by the Water Department is reviewed.  Motion Made by Kevin Muti to abate the $47.00 as requested.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 4-1-0, Taylor against. 
CONCOM AND PLANNING BD. REQUEST FOR COMMENTS, 300 BOSTON PROV. HWY

This is the League School and Mr. Mattson says they are only planning to add a hydrant, add a domestic service, install an additional force main and a couple of other minor things.  This is not in the aquifer.  There is some discussion.  Motion Made by James Taylor to send a letter to the Conservation Commission and Planning Board stating that this Board concurs with the comments of the Town Engineer.  Second by Kevin Muti.  Vote 5-0-0.
7:15 APPT. CHRISTINE BINGER AND KEVIN TRAINOR OF GEOINSIGHT
Mr. Trainor says he is a licensed site professional for GeoInsight and is here tonight to give an update on the old Parker Hannifin site.  He speaks of the (what they believe to be) cutting oil that was detected in their well which had gone away until this year when the water levels dropped.  It is the same well and they are trying to remove enough to send to the lab for sampling.  They believe it is heavy cutting oil as it is very sticky.  They are reporting the condition to the State as a new condition and filing an Immediate Response Plan.   Mr. Mattson asks if there is any indication of it migrating off site and Mr. Trainor says no, it is not even traveling to the other wells.   Mr. Fettig asks where it is in relation to the building and Mr. Trainor responds that it is inside the building.  Discussion goes to dioxane.  Mr. Trainor says his results have come in below guidelines.  Mr. Mattson says his results are similar.  Mr. Fasanello asks what is involved for remediation and Mr. Trainor answers pumping the groundwater from the site, through ultraviolet light (a strong UV lamp) and adding peroxide.  Mr. Turner asks what they feel is the timeline for complete mitigation and Mr. Trainor answers it will be many more years.  Mr. Turner asks if they know if there is any idea where the cutting oil is from and Mr. Trainor says it is an old release, it is nothing new.  Mr. Muti asks if Parker Hannifin has any legal obligation to terminate process and Mr. Trainor says he is not a lawyer.  Mr. Muti says about a year ago there was an application for a new building and Ms. Binger responds that this was an expansion of the sewer treatment plant.  Mr. Trainor and Ms. Binger are thanked.  
CONCOM REQUEST FOR COMMENTS – NOI, LOT 3 COVE POINT WAY

Mr. Mattson says this is a 3 house subdivision on the “Goodband property”.  Mr. Turner gives an overview.  Mr. Fasanello says he would like them to connect to sewer if possible.  Mr. Turner says he is in favor or recharge.  Mr. Muti feels a sewer connection would be cost prohibitive.   Since this is not in the aquifer this is a read and noted document. 

REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION, 14 ROSE COURT WAY

Mr. Wing is asking for consideration on his sewer charges based on the fact that he had a water leak in his upstairs bathroom that soaked his garage.  He is asking for this based on the fact the water did not enter the sewer system.  Calculations from the Water Dept. staff are reviewed and discussed.  Motion Made by Kevin Muti to abate $63.14 of sewer charges on Mr. Wing’s account.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 5-0-0.
7:45 APPT.  DEPT OF CORRECTIONS – JEFFREY QUICK 

Mr. Quick, director of DOC’s Division of Resource Management introduces Mr. William Nunnery of Weston and Sampson who has been working with them to find a solution for their water supply needs.  Mr. Quick says in 2011 they experienced a severe water emergency and since then they have been taking measures to improve their system via conservation equipment.   Their main problem is iron and manganese build up.  They are investigating options for a long term water supply.  They are looking for up to 350,000 gallons per day to serve all complexes. They have onsite fire flow tanks.  Mr. Fettig asks if they are looking for a back up system or operating system and the answer is they would like an operating system to supplement for recovery of their system and eventually converting the entire system.   Mr. Fettig would like to confirm that they are looking to get their entire water supply from Walpole and he is told that if feasible that would be the eventual plan.  Mr. Fettig says this would add 15% to our demand and Mr. Mattson adds that it would also put us over our permitted level.  Mr. Turner says he feels they could easily improve their system by treating for iron and manganese and possibly help out the Town of Norfolk if they have over production.  

Mr. Fasanello stops the meeting to ask an audience member if he is taping this conversation and the person says yes.  Mr. Fasanello explains this is not allowed without the permission of everyone at this meeting.  He is asked to identify himself and he says he is Ben Paulin from The Patch.  Mr. Paulin apologizes and says he did not know this to be a requirement.  Mr. Fasanello polls the entire room and no one objects to the taping.  

It is then asked if the fire flow tanks are in service and the answer is yes.  Mr. Turner then says if there is a severe drought there would still be a problem with keeping these tanks full.  Mr. Muti says he concurs with Mr. Turner and would like to say right up front that he does not support this concept.  He feels there are options available that should be explored to find alternative ways without tapping into our system.   Mr. Cliff Snuffer of 15 Hummingbird Lane says there are a variety of options and the Sewer & Water Commission look at the water supply as a most precious commodity.  In calculating he finds that 350,000 gpd would equal to 130 million gallons per year of potable water.  He asks about onsite sewage and grey water.  Mr. Nunnery says they just completed a recharge plant for sewer (wastewater); the interior of the facility is on water restrictions through specialized plumbing, showers, cells, etc.   Mr. Snuffer asks if they are talking of just 2 facilities.  Mr. Quick says the Walpole facility and Pondville site are their first priority.  There is further discussion with regard to active laundering and the 2 onsite steam units.   Mr. Snuffer then asks as a guesstimate how far away is the best access point for both facilities to connect and the answer is 2,500 linear feet.   Mr. Snuffer also feels iron and manganese is easily treatable.  Mr. Moraski, RTM for Precinct 8 agrees with Mr. Muti and Mr. Snuffer.  He feels we do not have a limitless supply of water and should stop entertaining outside requests.  He says our responsibility is with the citizens and taxpayers of Walpole being provided with a safe and ample supply of water.    Growth control was imposed to safeguard the water supply and this would be the equivalent of 6 new Toll Brothers.   Based on Mr. Moraski’s calculations this would result in an annual water bill of $805,000.  Although it looks like good revenue, this would cause the resident’s rate to go up due to new hires, more production, more treatment etc. and this could create a huge problem.   Mr. Fasanello asks how much land is there and the answer is 780 acres.  He then asks if there has been a survey of the aquifer and the potential for development and the answer is yes.   It appears to him that they do not want to spend the money on the infrastructure but would rather use ours.   Mr. Quick says they just do not want to be in the water business.   They cannot charge the residents for their water.   Mr. Fasanello says he would be interested in seeing in writing what the Town of Walpole would get out of this.   Mr. Fettig would like clarification in that we charge developers connection fees and he would like to know if the State would also pay these fees.  The answer is yes.  Mr. Muti does not feel it is prudent on the part of the Sewer & Water Commission to pursue this and is prepared to make a motion tonight to terminate discussion with this matter.  Motion Made by Kevin Muti not to move forward with discussions with the Department of Corrections for supplement water issues with the Town of Walpole.  Second by roger Turner.  Vote 2-3-0, Fettig, Fasanello and Taylor against. 

TOWN OF MARION WATER BILL DISPUTE

Mr. Mattson says this is purely informational and is considered read and noted. 

OPEN AND CLOSE OF SATM WARRANT

Mr. Fasanello asks if there are any articles.  Mr. Mattson explains he has in capital improvements the replacement of the water line on North St. from Old North Street to the town line which is estimated at $202,500.  This is would come from retained earnings and therefore would come from Article 7 which includes the O&M budget and any capital projects that do not include borrowing.   Mr. Mattson speaks of the steel tank on Old Post Road which is in disrepair.  Mr. Fasanello says he read the report and does not believe it is in disrepair.  There is some discussion and it is decided not to include the steel tank on the warrant.  Also in Article 7 is to replace truck #461 which is discussed and agreed upon.  Article 8 which is sewer includes the O&M budget, the request for a new Ford F150 ½ ton fleet truck for an estimated $27,000, a monitoring system at the septage facility for about $45,000, and security cameras at the 2 treatment plants for $25,000.  All are exclusive of borrowing.  Mr. Turner disagrees with not including the steel tank.  He feels it should be included and pulled if the numbers are not good.   Mr. Mattson says to fix the tank would cost $700,000, to tear it down and add a booster would be $1.5m and to build new would be $2.6 m.  The steel tank is left out of the article.  Motion Made by Kevin Muti to approve Article 7 and Article 8 as discussed and ask that they be included on the warrant of the SATM.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 4-1-0, Taylor against.   Mr. Taylor says he is not happy with the purchase of a Ford, he would rather a Chevy.   

NORTHRIDGE VENTURES (VIANO) SEWER CONFIRMATION

Mr. Mattson says the Board never addressed inflow and infiltration for this subdivision.   He would like to suggest that we charge each time they request a building permit like we did for the Commerford properties.  For a 4 bedroom house it would be an additional $20,081.60 or $5020.40 per bedroom.  There is discussion and Mr. Fettig feels this charge is outrageous.   Mr. Mattson explains that it is a 4 to 1 ratio and we charge $11.41 per gallon.  After discussion the Board agrees that they will be charged per building permit.  

HIGH OAKS IV UTILITY AVAILABILITY

It is explained to the Board that Toll Brothers has purchased the remaining lots in this subdivision and wanted confirmation that the utilities were available, thus this correspondence has been provided. 

EASTLAND CIRCLE BETTERMENTS

Mr. Mattson says the job is complete and there are 4 homes that will receive betterments.  The Board needs to decide whether or not labor costs should be included in the charges.  There is discussion.  Motion Made by Ken Fettig to exclude labor costs from the betterment charges.  Second by James Taylor.  Vote 2-3-0, Fasanello, Muti and Turner against.  The motion fails and labor charges are to be included in each betterment.  Motion Made by James Taylor to accept the amount of $5,700.91 per home for the betterment assessment based on costs provided by the Superintendent.  Second by Kevin Muti.  Vote 5-0-0.
PLIMPTON CROSSING INFLOW AND INFILTRATION 
Mr. Mattson says this is another situation where inflow and infiltration must be determined.  He says there are 4 buildings with 4 units each.  Mr. Mattson says he is giving him credit for the first building because there was an existing house that was knocked down that already had water and sewer.  The other buildings will be charged per building permit at the same rate as all others in town.  The Board agrees with this. 
Motion Made by Kevin Muti to adjourn.  Second by Roger Turner.  Vote 5-0-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Accepted February 25, 2013
