July 8, 2013

A regular meeting of the Board of Sewer & Water Commissioners was held on Monday, July 8, 2013 at 7:00 pm at the Edward J. Delaney Water Treatment Plant, 1303 Washington Street.

Present:	John Spillane, Ken Fettig, Roger Turner and James Taylor.  Also, Rick Mattson, Supt. of 
		Sewer and Water and Michael Boynton, Town Administrator. 

Motion Made by James Taylor to accept the minutes of May 13, 2013.  Second by Roger Turner.  Vote 3-0-1, Spillane abstained. 
Motion Made by John Spillane to accept the minutes of June 3, 2013.  Second by Roger Turner.  Vote 4-0-0.
Motion Made by John Spillane to accept the executive session minutes of June 3, 2013.  Second by James Taylor.  Vote 4-0-0.
Motion Made by John Spillane to accept the minutes of June 10, 2013.  Second by James Taylor.  Mr. Fettig has a question about the Superintendent’s status report where it says “the water demand has been good” as he wonders whether this a lot of water used or not and Mr. Mattson responds that a lot of water was not used.  Vote on the motion 4-0-0.

All abatements submitted tonight are reviewed and signed. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S STATUS REPORT
Mr. Mattson updates the Board with regard to the status of the new water storage tank and says the contractor is on schedule with no delays due to weather.  The color of the tank will be silver.  He says the water demand has been manageable with pumpage hitting 3.8 mg this past weekend.  There have been a few water violators who have been warned with no fines issued at this time but the staff will continue to monitor.  The leak detection company that is in town is 75% complete and has found very minimal leaks to the point that they were concerned until they learned what percent our unaccounted for water was.   He tells the Board about the NepRWA meeting he and others attended with regard to the Water Management Act.  All else he says is quiet.   Mr. Fettig would like to state that he went to the new tank site last Friday as they were closing and found everything looking good. 

WALPOLE PARK SOUTH SEWER PUMP STATION DISCUSSION
Mr. Spillane says he had asked that this be put on the agenda as he feels the Sewer & Water Commission should have control of the sewer pump station because it sits on our aquifer and he would rather we supervise this than a private party.  Mr. Taylor says when he first came on the Board there was a 5-0-0 vote not to take anymore pump stations.  Mr. Fettig says he would be in favor or taking ownership as he feels that it is in an important place and we should be in control as there is potential for industrial waste.  Mr. Mattson says he can give the pros and cons of the ownership but it would be a Board decision.  He says the pros are that the Board would have control and can mandate what goes through the station. The cons are the associated operational cost and there is nothing built into the current budget, i.e. electric and leased line; you would be accepting a pump station that is 30 years old so he would suggest assurances for an amount of money for replacement of the pumps to be put in escrow; he would also suggest a full inspection be performed and a report be provided from Hayes Company.   Mr. Turner says he believes that there is not a lot of land at the site and fears being boxed in for repairs and he would like to see a plan to ensure there is adequate space around the pump station and necessary easements are in place.  Mr. Boynton says there are valid arguments and understands why the Commission would want to have control.  Mr. Mattson offers that a solution to redirect Gatehouse and treat at this point if there is ownership and it becomes necessary.   Mr. Boynton says he needs guidance very soon as he needs to prepare the proper article for Town Meeting as it was tabled last time because all were not on the same page.  He says if accepted the entire infrastructure would be owned by the Town.  Mr. Turner expresses concern over pipe size and Mr. Mattson says he believes that all piping is properly sized.  Mr. Spillane says this is sitting on our aquifer and we need control provided that there is an escrow account for this old station.  Mr. Mattson suggests not setting an amount for the escrow until there is a true estimate from the manufacturer.  Mr. Turner says he would not be opposed provided that there is also adequate land and easements to the pump station and the sewer line and he would like to be sure of this so the Board is getting what they think they are getting.   He says he likes the idea of having control of our recharge area.   There is further discussion.  Mr. Mattson reminds that a decision needs to be made so an article can be prepared for town meeting.   Mr. Turner would like to see a planned drawing and have all the safeguards for the Town in place including a commitment from the current owner.   Mr. Boynton says he would like to draft an article for the warrant for the Board to review before town meeting.   Mr. Turner felt this to be reasonable.  Motion Made by Roger Turner to recommend the acceptance of the Walpole Park South sewer pump station provided a plan is provided by the current owner’s engineer showing proper easements and sufficient space to access the station, a full inspection and report of the station being provided by Hayes Company, an escrow account is provided by the current owner, the amount to be determined upon receipt of a true estimate from the manufacturer, and there is a written statement from the current owner indicating his agreement to these conditions.  Second by John Spillane.  Vote 4-0-0. (On February 13, 2012 there was a 4-0-0 vote not to take this pump station without the above conditions.  Mr. Fettig was not present)

WASHINGTON ST. POLICE STATION DISCUSSION
Mr. Spillane says he also had asked that this be included in the agenda.  Mr. Turner says he had asked to see a site plan to get a closer look at where they propose to build.  He reminds that the Town should have the same restrictions of there they can build as any other person.   Mr. Boynton says the Board of Selectmen had already invited the Board to jointly meet.  It was suggested that there have already been studies performed on this area in the past, the project is in a holding pattern and the Town needs direction as to whether it is usable from a technical perspective.   Mr. Spillane says he is guessing that the majority of the audience here tonight is here regarding the proposed new senior center.  He says until the fate of the Washington Street site is resolved everything is on hold.  Mr. Boynton says we need a hydrology analysis.  Mr. Spillane says he was of the opinion it would be a slab.  Mr. Boynton says that is the concept.  Mr. Taylor says the oil will be coming from the cruisers into the aquifer and water is much more important than public safety.  Mr. Boynton responds that all modern safeguards would be taken and if necessary it could be redesign.  The fact is that they want to find the truth as to whether this is a viable site or not.  Mr. Taylor says it could be built right in the center of town.   Mr. Turner says he would encourage moving forward and get what data is needed.  Mr. Mattson asks what exactly the question is and Mr. Boynton responds they would like to know what the hydraulics are of the particular site and if there has already been a study of this site.  Mr. Mattson responds there is no study for this particular site however he will guarantee that if you dig a hole you will hit water as it is in the middle of the aquifer.  There is further discussion.   Mr. Boynton says if there is not an in house study of the immediate area a decision should be made on how to proceed.  Mr. Fettig says we need a hydraulic study done.  Mr. Turner wants to see on a piece of paper exactly where the site is proposed to be.   Mr. Boynton says there is a better plan in the final report and he can have Engineering blow up the map to show the tributaries however to draw a site plan is something that cannot be done in house.  Mr. Turner says pulling the site up on GIS will show any possible impact.  Mr. Mattson asks what area the parcel sits in and Mr. Turner responds he believes Area 1 but is not sure.  Mr. Hamilton says he was involved when the IEP Study and the Gearity and Miller Study were done and he states without reservation that the site is in Area 2.  Mr. Mattson would like to confirm whether it is Area 2 or Zone 2 and Mr. Hamilton insists it is Area 2 and then he speaks of a 2500’ drawdown to which Mr. Mattson says the Town of Walpole does not recognize this.   Mr. Hamilton says if the building is put in Zone 1 it will prevent the Town from putting in an additional well.  Mr. Mattson says there is a big difference from Zone 1 and Area, a key example is the hydraulic evidence to the well across from Howard Engineering which totally locked.  Sodium in the water is discussed and Mr. Mattson says the DPW has taken great strides by using a deicing alternative in the area in an attempt to minimize any additional sodium in the area.   Board of Selectmen Chairman Mark Gallivan says his Board previously sent a letter to this Commission for a joint meeting.  He feels that it makes sense that any maps, plans, reports regarding this area be put together and if the site is potentially buildable that a joint meeting takes place.  Mr. Spillane thinks this is a good idea.  Mr. Turner agrees but would like a site plan to look at.  Mr. Boynton says the updated version of the Maguire Report has a better view of the locations of the building.  He asks that the Engineering Dept. be requested to provide a blown up version of this, a GIS layout showing the wetlands, waterways to the Neponset River.  Mr. Taylor says he would want a full board for such a meeting and the rest of the Board disagrees.  They feel it should occur sooner than later so this can move forward.   Mr. Boynton suggests that this could be a brainstorming session.   The true reality is that ultimately it has to go to Town Meeting.  Mr. Lloyd Smith from the Council on Aging asks that they be notified of any joint meeting as they would like to be involved.   It is agreed that the Sewer & Water Commission and the Board of Selectmen will hold a joint meeting on August 6, 2013 in the Main Meeting Room of the Town Hall.

Mr. Taylor left the meeting at this time. 

7:30 APPT. JOHN GLOSSA RE: 436 HIGH ST & 30 CHANDLER AVE SEWER PLAN
Mr. Glossa speaks of Chandler Ave. first.  He explains that the homeowner has a failed system and the previous owner had removed all the sand in the yard among other things and in order to replace the system they would have to put all the sand back, put a bulkhead in and lift all the plumbing.  The front yard is filled land and is not suitable for septic.    To replace the septic it would cost over $50,000.   He is proposing an Environmental 1 grinder pump in the back with a 1 ½” force main and abandon the septic.  He presents a plan of the site to the Board. 

Mr. Taylor returned to the meeting at this time. 

This will cost about $28,000.  The homeowner is looking for the blessing of the Board so she can sell her house.  Mr. Mattson asks Mr. Glossa if he had seen the comments made by the Town Engineer and he says he has and will revise the plans to incorporate her comments.  Mr. Mattson confirms that the line will remain private and there would be no other tie in and Mr. Glossa says yes to both.  Mr. Glossa says he very rarely recommends this however there is no reasonable alternative.  Mr. Mattson asks if gravity would work and Mr. Glossa responds that they would have to turn the plumbing around, move the electric panel, and the hot water heater.  He feels this is the most reasonable option.  Mr. Turner asks if there is any emergency power planned as there is no storage.  Mr. Glossa says they could install a transfer switch for a generator to run. Motion Made by John Spillane to concur with the Town Engineer’s comments for this sewer connection.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 4-0-0.  Mr. Mattson asks that magnetic tracing tape be put on top of the pipes and sewer line buried below alert be posted and Mr. Glossa agrees. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Glossa then speaks of 436 High Street and the owner of the property Mr. Ken Tracy is also present.  He says this property is just past Millbrook Ave. Mr. Walsh still owns the sewer however he has given Mr. Tracy permission to connect. Mr. Tracy’s land did not perc and it is highly unlikely it will.  It is all hard pan with a high water table and Mr. Tracy has 2 cesspools in the water table.  He would like to put an Environmental 1 grinder pump and pump the sewer down the hill across the lot that he owns into an existing manhole at the corner of High and Millbrook.  He says he can install a small emergency transfer generator at the electric panel or one for the entire house.  Mr. Spillane refers to #3 of the Town Engineer’s comments and asks about gravity sewer.  Mr. Glossa responds that they are looking at a significant difference in cost as they would have to go deeper and they are fearful of ledge.  He says by going this route they only have to go 4 feet down and it will be privately owned and maintained.  Mr. Fettig says there would need to be an easement plan in case the lot was sold.  Mr. Spillane asks how deep they would have to go for gravity and Mr. Glossa says 8 or 9 feet.  Mr. Mattson says he is not crazy about pumping downhill.  Mr. Glossa defends his reasoning with $60,000 versus $30,000.   Motion Made by approve the requested sewer connection with the exception of #3 of the Town Engineer’s comments dated June 28, 2013, there should be no pump line service allowed for Lot 5.  Second by James Taylor.  Vote 4-0-0.

PLANNING BD REQUEST FOR COMMENTS – TALL PINES REFILE
Mr. Mattson is recommending that they confirm the water pressure in the area.  Mr. Turner says sewer capacity should also be verified and Mr. Mattson adds as well as water capacity.  

Mr. Taylor left the meeting at this time.

Motion Made by Ken Fettig to send a letter to the Planning Board stating that this Commission concurs with the comments of the Town Engineer and that this Board recommends that the applicant be required to confirm the water pressure and water and sewer capacities prior to approval of the Tall Pines Refile.  Second by Roger Turner.  Vote 3-0-0.
  
P.B. & CONCOM REQUEST FOR COMMENTS – ALLIED RECYCLING CENTER
Mr. Fettig refers to the DIS, number VIII where the question is asked if there is a significant effect on the implementation of the Master Plan or Regional Plan and is quite surprised they answered no. Motion Made by Ken Fettig to send a letter to the various Boards concurring with the comments of the Town Engineer and stating that it is suggested that the applicant may want amend his answer to number VIII on his Development Impact Statement which is on page 10.  Second by John Spillane.  Vote 3-0-0.

CAPITAL FOR OPR STORAGE TANK & PRESSURE ZONE IMPROVEMENTS  
Mr. Mattson says these expenditure sheets are old but are the proposed construction option costs.  He included these because the Board needs to decide what avenue they wish to take.  Mr. Fettig asks what if the Board does not wish to use either of the two options and Mr. Mattson says they need to do something with the steel tank on the Old Post Road site.  Mr. Spillane says he would be in favor or a new elevated tank.  Mr. Turner says he would like to see that is developed to service the needs for public safety.  Mr. Mattson says if the Board chooses to keep the existing tank it will need addressing within the next few years and when this happen the DEP will require a mixing system.   Mr. Mattson explains the two capital expenditure options and asks the Board to think about what they would like to do.  Mr. Boynton strongly encourages that a large meeting and involve the neighborhood early on.  No action is taken. 

Mr. Taylor returned to the meeting.


BARBERRY HOME/MOOSEHILL BD. OF SELECTMEN REQUEST FOR COMMENTS
Mr. Boynton explains that Mass Housing has solicited for comments in determining the site to be eligible.  He has Conservation comments that will be attached and will also attach Sewer & Water Commissioner’s comments as well.  He is suggesting not to say do not build but rather this is what you will have to do if you want to build.  Mr. Mattson says the document before them is his recommended comments.   Mr. Fettig reminds that he had sent an email suggesting that there would be a cost for us fiscally.  Mr. Mattson says he received the email but feel it would be a negligible amount.  Mr. Spillane speaks on asking for a capacity study.  Mr. Moraski asks about sprinklers for fire protection and he is told that this would be under the jurisdiction of the Fire Department.  There is discussion water and sewer capacity studies and how this will affect our withdrawal permit from DEP.  Mr. Mattson says he can check.  Motion Made by John Spillane to concur and use the comments that the Superintendent has suggested.  Second by James Taylor.  Mr. Turner expresses concern of enough water and the piping sizes.  Mr. Mattson says the water is 6” cast iron that is not in very good shape and they will have to connect over to Woodland Road.  As far as the sewer is, they should be required to investigate gravity to Coney Street.  Mr. Boynton says it should be strong insistence as a recommended route for permitting.   There is discussion and the vote on the motion is 4-0-0.

DRAFT NOTICE TO PARKER HANNIFIN (FORMER METAL BELLOWS)
Mr. Mattson says this is what he composed with regard to 1,4 dioxane and Washington Well #6and suggests that Town Counsel review it before it is sent.  Motion Made by Ken Fettig to send the letter to Counsel for review and send if Counsel does not have any problems with it.  Second by John Spillane.  Vote 4-0-0.

EASEMENT ACCEPTANCES TO COMPLETE STREET ACCEPTANCE. 
The Town Engineer asks that the Board accept easements for Pine Brook Estates – Old Town Road and Starlight Drive and for Wisteria Ways II Subdivision – Gristmill Lane, Red Gate Road and Daylily Lane.  Motion Made by John Spillane to accept the easements as requested by the Town Engineer and to sign the documents.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 4-0-0.

BOA REQUEST FOR COMMENTS, SANTOS 1900 MAIN ST. 
There is discussion regarding where Conservation has issued an environmental violation for digging up property in the wetlands.  Mr. Taylor says this Board is just against all business and Mr. Spillane answers that this Board is concerned with the effects to the water supply.  Motion Made by John Spillane to send a letter to the Board of Appeals stating that this Board against a special permit at this site based on the water problems in this area.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 3-1-0, Taylor against. 

BOA REQUEST FOR COMMENTS, SPECIAL PERMIT, MCELANEY, 8 LAKE AVE
Information is reviewed and discussed however this is not in the aquifer and therefore the Board has no comments on this matter. 

BD OF SELECTMEN REQUEST FOR COMMENTS BUTTIMER FAMILY TR. NORTH ST
Mr. Boynton explains that the Tow has 120 days to show interest in this property and provides all the details.  Mr. Moraski tells of the group that was trying to raise enough money to purchase the property. 

Mr. Taylor left the meeting at this time. 

The sale price that Mr. Viano and two others have on the purchase and sales is $2.4.  There was a donator who was willing to put up $1m and left it up to the group to come up with the rest but they were short and the donator wanted all or nothing.  There is discussion on Mr. Viano’s intention which is 26 lots with no interconnection form North St. to Fisher St., leaving the wetlands vacant and they would be Form A lots.   There is also discussion on the fact that Mr. Fasanello always expressed an interest in Willet Pond as a water source.  Mr. Turner speaks of the potential for athletic fields.  Mr. Moraski says if bought the plan was to renovate the barns and 10 to 15 acres of fields with an access off of Fisher St.   There is discussion.   Mr. Snuffer asks if there has ever been a study done to determine the viability of Willett Pond.  Mr. Mattson says this is classified as Class B water.  Mr. Spillane says he has no interest, it is small and manmade and he is also not interested in another override.   Mr. Mattson says that Willett Pond is not a viable source; the next source is Mine Brook.  There is no interest in making a motion. 

Mr. Taylor returned to the meeting. 

8 DEWDROP WAY, D’ENTREMONT & MACCHI
The applicants are present for the meeting and are requesting to install an irrigation system at their residence.  Motion Made by John Spillane to allow this installation provided all the specifications of the Superintendent are met and they abide by the Water Management Policy.  Second by Ken Fettig.  Vote 4-0-0.

HILLTOP PRESERVE RESPONSE RE: LETTER ON SEWER ODOR
This document is read and noted. 

SOC CONTAMINANT REPORT
Mr. Mattson reports that there is no simazene detected which is good. 

FY 2014 FEE SCHEDULE AS VOTED
The Board is told this is before them just to confirm that the changes they voted at the public hearing were made to their fee schedule for fiscal year 2014.  Mr. Moraski asks if they intend to re-discuss an ascending rate structure as this is what he believed to be the case.   He is told that they were not intending to do this and Mr. Moraski says he would then like to go back on record in favor of instituting an ascending rate.  

Mr. Taylor left the meeting for the evening at 9:20 pm. 

Mr. Moraski continues that he feels it is important to consider this for conservation reasons.  Mr. Mattson says where he is recommending this for residential it would appear that the larger families would be penalized.  Also, Mr. Mattson informs that many of the complexes have one meter and therefore it would penalize these people also.  Mr. Moraski disagrees and feels there could be allowances made and the quantities he has in mind would be hard to reach for most families, and with regard to multiple family residences they could have separate meters and/or separate bills.     Mr. Spillane says he personally does not believe that an ascending rate will make much of a difference.  

Motion Made by Ken Fettig to adjourn.  Second by Roger Turner.  Vote 3-0-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:35 pm.






 


