
IN MEMORIAM
PRIvAtE LOwELL E. hARtshORN

CO. A, MAssAChusEtts 56th vEtERAN vOLuNtEERs
Of wALPOLE, MAssAChusEtts

Excerpt from remarks by Massachusetts Lieutenant Governor John L. Bates at Andersonville Prison Cemetery 
on December 16, 1901, at the dedication of the  monument to the nearly 750 Massachusetts men who perished 
at  the infamous Rebel Prison: 
“….with no opportunity to fight for life or feel that their country was to gain by their death, yet 
with resolution that was steadfast, and loyalty that was glorious, and patriotism that was sublime, 
they yielded not to tempting offers involving desertion of the Union cause, but, in the words of the 
legend on this stone, “They Chose Death rather than Dishonor.” They were heroes. They served 
Massachusetts, America, liberty, humanity. The State that sent them forth, and whose honor they 
defended, has not forgotten them, nor will she forget, nor will remembrance pass away, so long as 
patriotism is honored and liberty cherished among men, for they are immortal.”

Michael E. Amaral
Chairman, Walpole Historical Commission

Walpole, Massachusetts 
Image: Massachusetts Monument at Andersonville, made with granite from Quincy, Massachusetts
Signature: Lowell Ebenezer Hartshorn, age 18, from Pay Roster, Mass. 44th Volunteer Militia, 1862

Private  Hartshorn grew up on Back Street, Walpole, Mass., later renamed “Lincoln Road” some time after the 
Civil War. His home was approximately at the intersection of Lincoln Road and Sleepy Hollow Lane.  He first 
served in the Massachusetts 44th Regiment in Newbern, North Carolina. He later re-enlisted in the newly 
organized Massachusetts 56th Veteran Volunteers Regiment, and participated in General Grant’s overland 
campaign in Virginia, taking part in the battle of the Wilderness (May 5-7, 1864). He was taken prisoner on May 
24, 1864 at the Battle of North Anna while acting as a skirmisher against enemy Rebel forces. He perished from 
disease and mistreatment at the infamous Rebel prison camp at Andersonville, Georgia, on December 16, 1864, 
at approx. age 20, along with approx. 13,000 other Union prisoners, nearly 750 from Massachusetts. He is buried 
in Grave No. 12299 at Andersonville National Cemetery. 
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