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Lime Kiln af Bolton, Massachusetts,

W Karl West is surely one of our "0Oid
Dependables”who finds a wide variefy of subject
matter with which to pigue our inferest.

Hopefully, by now, many people have
read Volume |l of the Colonial Wiliamsburg
Historic Trades. The article “Dissertation on
the Nature, Properties and Uses of Lime" in
that issue did an excellent job of describing
the operation of extracting lime. Readers
might be interested to learn that there are at
least two of the 18th Century lime kilns still
in existence.

In Bolton, MA, on Route 117, a lime kiln
has been restored and gives a good idea of
the size of the kiln, the ramp leading to the
top and the opening at the bottom used to
firethe kiln. Nearby, along a nature trail, cne
comes to the guarry. It is not a mine, but
rather the side of a rock cliff, that has been
broken away and transported in pieces to
the nearby kiln. This limastone is Boltonite,
which is white and smells of sulphur when
cracked open. The only other place the
material is available is near Mt. Vesuvius in
ltaly.

In Walpole, MA most of an unrestored
18th Century lime kiln is available to be
seen off of Lincaln Rd. Although it is
unrestored, itisinteresting to see the smooth
cylindrical walls, about 15 feet high, con-
structed of field stones without mortar. It is
about 12 feet in diameter. The large ocpen-
ing at the bottom of the kiln is still intact, but
there is no evidence at Walpaole or Bolton of
another opening on the side as shown inthe
picture accompanying the Willlamsburg
article. The fire is fed only through the one
opening at the bottom, from which also, the
lime is pulled out after the collapse of the
internal burning or melting rock pile. Adja-
cent to the opening there is a well lined with
field stones. The well appears to be nec-
essary, due to the danger of fire from the
lime. Mearby is another pile of rocks and
due to the proximity of a well, it is assumed
that a second kiln was there at one time.

While examining the Balten kiln, | asked
where the well was located. The guide did
not know of any well, After searching around
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Bottem opening of Lime Kiln at Walpole,
Massachuselts.

in the nearby underbrush, | was able to find
the depression which had evidence of being
the required well.

At the Walpole site, adjacent to the ramp
leading to the top of the kiln, is a noticeable
depression, long overgrown with trees. lam
sure this is where the soil was taken from 1o
build the ramp. There is another large de-
pression in the ground, near the “mine” or
rock face. This was no doubt the remains of
the howvel that the workers lived in while
firing the Kiln for the several required days.

The limestone rock from which the lime
comes is an outcropping, probably 30 feet
high and 100 feet long. The rock is splitinto
vertical slabs and then broken into pieces
about head size to transport to the kiln.
Earlier, rock outcroppings closer to the kiln
and maybe of better quality were mined.
Evidence of cut faces show on these rocks,
but based upon the size of the slow growing
cadar trees along the faces, I'm sure thase
rocks were abandoned a long time ago.
Around all of the rocks, ferns grow abun-
dantly, due to the condition of the soil
saturated with limea,

Regarding the rock itself, it does not
appear to be the white stone we know as
limestone, but rather looks like a granite
cliff. However, in 1833, Edward Hitchcock
writing on the Geology, Mineralogy, Biology
and Zoology of Massachusetts, siates “On
the south side of Boston at Walpole in the
west part of town, is a bed of limestone of a
gray color and stratified with impurities. It
would, however, make good lime; and in-
deed, it was burnt in considerable quantity
some years ago.” It is known as Graywacke
Limestone.

Additional information that | have found
is that in 1697 limestone was discovered in
MNewbury, MA. Previously, sea shells wera
used in colonial buildings needing lime.
From the quarry, 30 teams a day carried
away the limestone. The Portland Cemant
Association reporis lime kilns such as the
Walpole type are still standing at the Saylor
Park Cement Industry Museum, near
Allentown, PA. Searching the Economic

Weall near kiln ar Walpole, Massachuselts.

and Social History of New England | found
there was a lime kiln near Bowling Green as
early as 1723. In 1724, lime was selling for
1 shilling per bushel. In 1738, it was selling
for 1 pound per hogshead. In 1776, Rhode
Island kilns were shipping hogsheads from
Providence to Boston. Lincaln, RI still has
the remains of one of its kilns. In 1778, lime
was selling at $30.00 a hogshead. New
York had alime kiln, which you might realize
as you pass Lime Kiln Rd. on Route B4 inthe
eastern part of New York. The remains of
the kiln are in East Fishkill on Lime Kiln Rd.
south of Route 84 against the side of a hill,
where the high tension wires cross the road.
It was operated in the early 1800's,

For general information about the lime
industry in Maine, primarily from sea shells,
the April, 1931 issue of Oid Time New En-
gland is quite enlightening. This article de-
scribes the danger from combustion and
the fires that burned the ships to the wa-
terline, as they carried lime from Maine to
Bostan,
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Editorial

Charles Reichman's interesting look at
Long Island tool makers (see Gleanings)
reminds us that we very much want to offer

more local and regional studies, not only
like his which deals with a particular
region’s experience of an industry that was
practiced everywhera, but also exploration
of activities that were confined to specific
areas as: cane sugar making in the South,
gold mining in the West, salt refining in
upstate New York or big-tree lumbering in
Washington State. If your home town was
the pencil-making center of the world, why
don't you tell us all about it?
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LETTERS
to the Editor

“The Band Seffer” by Len Borkowski (Dec.
1890) and “The Band Settar Revisited® (March
19891) confinue fo generafe mail. We (Len and
your editar] have heard from Mearrill Nerton, Dan
Semel, Bob Nelson, Francis Pfrank, Judy
Kombiuth, Roy Schaffer and Sfim Price with cogent
commaents. Perhaps other wrifers have not yet
been recorded. Hopefully further information can
be distlied both from these lefters and Lens
conlinuing research to provide another piece in a

later issue. In the meantime, our thanks to all of

our correspondents. - ED
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To The Editor:

The letter in the March 1990 issue of this
column, contained a mention of a pair of
parallel jaw pliers and the possibility of their
having a specific use. That letter made me
rethink parallel pliers and offer a thought
and question. | have and use a pair of such
pliers which | obtained second-hand many
years ago. They are painted black and
come with a single set of wire-cutting jaws
and a semi-circular channel running the
length of the center of one of the jaw faces.
The channel is about one-sixteanth inch in
diameter. The pliers have no maker's mark,
but stamped into one of the handles is a
circular cartouche which says, "ARMEE
FRAMNCAISE 41P 1992-006". | have always

continued on page 38
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Shown are two scythestone makers
splitting out blanks for individual stones.
See Sawing Through The Grit, page 41,
Picture is from an early Pike Co. adver-
tisement.

An old Sturbridge Village photograph
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