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The Select Board met on Tuesday July 18, 2023 beginning at 7:00pm in the Main Meeting Room of Town Hall. Clerk 
Barrett was absent, the following members were present: 
 

Allyson Hamilton, Chair 
Mark Gallivan, Vice Chair 

James O’Neil, remotely via Zoom 
Glenn Maffei 

 
 

Also participating 
James Johnson, Town Administrator 

Aoife Kelly, Executive Assistant 
     

Appointment 
Remote Participation 
Chair announced that pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023, Select Board member James O’Neil will be 
participating remotely and every vote taken will be taken by roll call vote. Otherwise, the meeting will proceed in the 
usual course. 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  
Chair Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
       
Public Hearing & Vote request of Tessie’s Bar & Kitchen for Alteration of Licensed Premises at 1006 Main Street 
Tessie’s owners Mark and Maura McAuliffe were present. On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice 
Chair Gallivan, voted to open the public hearing.  On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). Maura 
outlined to the Board that they are here tonight as they are looking to expand into the space next door. Nadine Bailey, 
Macchi & Macchi – representing Walpole Co-Operative Bank read a letter into the record. They support the 
expansion but want to voice their concerns that the expansion adhere to sewer & water rules & regulations and ask 
that storm water management controls be put in place. John Davis contractor for the project spoke on the concerns 
raised. Comment was provided by DPW Director Mattson in regards to the current grease remediation and will 
continue to monitor it. On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to close the 
public hearing. Seeing no further communication from the public, on roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-
0). There was consensus among the Board members that they are in support of the expansion. On motion of Board 
Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to approve request of Tessie’s Bar & Kitchen for alteration 
of their licensed premises at 1006 Main Street. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
 
Vote request of Ashnick Realty Holding LLC for a Lodging House License at 81 Diamond Street 
Business/Property owner Anthony Yabba was present. Anthony explained to the Board that he is requesting a lodging 
house license with five bedrooms at 81 Diamond Street. This is a mixed use building in limited manufacturing and an 
as of right use. He outlined that he is looking to have more high ending facilities and that each room would have its 
own bathroom with shared cooking/living areas. The Board had a number of question concerning his previous 
experience and concerns with the existing light manufacturing in the building. The Board spoke at length about some 
things they would like to see from the owner prior to possibly issuing the license such as; striping the parking lot, 
assigning spaces to the rooms, lighting, security measures, adding of a green area and maintenance of the common 
areas, . The Board received comment from Commissioner Crowley, Deputy Kilroy and Chief Barry. The Board 
recognized the number of letters received by the neighbors in regards to this and Chair Hamilton opened it up to the 
public for comment. Public comment was provided by Jean St. George, Phillip Martin and Kyle Forte who spoke 
against the issuance of the license and the negative impacts it could have on the neighborhood. The Board thanked the 
public for their feedback and highlighted the importance of working with the neighbors. On motion of Board Member 
Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan voted to table the request and add to the August 1 meeting. On roll call vote 
of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
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Discussion and Possible Vote on Annual Town Election Article for the Fall Warrant 
Town Clerk Liz Gaffey was present remotely. Jim informed the Board the he and Liz had been discussing this and a 
draft had been provided to Town Counsel for review, this proposal requests moving it to third Tuesday in the month of 
May. The Board discussed the change and saw it as a positive move but want to see a lot of advertisement of the change 
if it goes through. Jim expected a draft to be available to the Board by the next meeting.  
Chair Hamilton disclosed that she has a family member on the listing of election officers but will be voting on the list 
as a whole. On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to appoint Election Officers 
and approve list of Polling Locations as presented in our packet. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to set the Main Meeting Room at Town 
Hall as the polling location for the Tri-County Election on October 24, 2023. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion 
Passed (4-0-0). 
 
Discussion & Possible Vote on Accessory Dwelling Unit Bylaw Amendment Article for the Fall Warrant 
Economic Development Director Patrick Deschenes and Building Commissioner Jim Crowley were present. Patrick 
outlined to the Board the various changes he had been working on since the last town meeting and taking the feedback 
received at that time into account. The main changes Patrick touched on were the following, removal of the existing 
in-law suite, allowing the use by right, adding a purpose to the section and expanding the use of the ADU. The Board 
thanked Patrick for working on this updated draft and making the changes based on the feedback previously received. 
A discussion occurred amongst the Board members in regards to the changes that had been made but also additional 
edits they would like to see made prior to considering sponsorship at the next meeting. Patrick thanked the Board for 
the feedback and will work on the edits.  
 
 
Open Forum - Bill Hamilton Prect.5 spoke on the need for the Select Board to hire an environmental law firm and 
provided comment on his testimony to the ZBA on the Summer Street 40B project.  
 

New Business 
 

Discussion & Vote on Site Host Agreement for Commercial Electric Vehicle Charging Program with Eversource 
Energy at Walpole Library   
Library Director Salvatore Genovese was present. Sal provided some background on this item and why he is before 
the Board tonight. On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to authorize the 
Town Administrator to sign Site Host Agreement for Commercial Electric Vehicle Charging Program with 
Eversource Energy at Walpole Library. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
 
Discussion & Possible Vote on the Marathon House located at 1301 Washington Street 
DPW Director Rick Mattson was present. Jim outlined to the Board that with the food pantry no longer utilizing the 
space there was no use for the house and a significant amount of money would be needed in order to make the 
necessary repairs/renovations to bring it up to code. Rick Mattson informed the Board that with the possible 
expansion of the treatment plant in the future the demolition of the house made sense. On motion of Board Member 
Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to demolish the Marathon House located at 1301 Washington Street. 
On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
 
Discussion & Vote on ARPA Funded Projects 
Jim Johnson provide the Board on an update on the ARPA funded projects. Jim explained there are three requests in 
front of the Board, which have been on the list since last November - High School renovation project, Washington St 
culvert and the pools design & construction. On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, 
voted to authorize the Town Administrator and Finance Director to submit a request for $2,000,000 for the purpose of 
designing the addition and renovations on to the Walpole High School, $720,000 for the construction of the 
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Washington Street culvert and $640,000 towards the pools project design and construction. On roll call vote of the 
Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
 
Vote to approve Stadium Event Parking Lot License at 44 Water Street with 12 spaces 
On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to approve stadium event parking lot 
license at 44 Water Street with 12 spaces. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
 
Vote request of Eric Hurwitz (Walpole Porchfest) to use the Town Common on August 13, 2023 from 11-8pm and 
One Day Entertainment at the Town Common and several properties in Walpole 
On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to approve request of Eric Hurwitz 
(Walpole Porchfest) to use the Town Common on August 13, 2023 from 11-8pm and One Day Entertainment at the 
Town Common and several properties in Walpole. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to approve the consent agenda as listed 
on the July 18 agenda posting 
SCU Credit Union to Hometown Hero Banner Program    $50 
Carole Verazzarro in memory of Jimmy Taylor to COA Gifts   $50 
Nancy & Leo Delaney in memory of Jimmy Taylor to COA Gifts   $50 
Rose-Marie Doherty to COA Gifts       $100 
Bird Middle School Employee Jean Fund to COA Gifts    $100 
Friends of Walpole Elders to Town Forest Bench Account    $1,048.80 
Various Donors to Night Before the Fourth      $7,805 
Request to hold 23rd Annual Camy 5K Run & Walk on November 11, 2023 from 9:30-1pm in the area of Stone Street 
Acceptance of resignation of Aaron Singer from the Walpole Cultural Council 
Request of John Crockett for the Town to buy back Cemetery Lot/Grave 24 
Request of Gabrielle Eckler to use Adams Farm on August 13, 2023 from 12-7pm for a baby shower 
On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 

 
Minutes 

On motion of Board Member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to approve the Minutes of June 5 & 20, 
2023 as presented in our packet. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
 

Town Administrator’s Update 
 
Capital Budget 
Capital requests are in and we have started working through the recommendations. I will not be finalizing anything 
until the books are closed. 
 
Warrant 
We are up to about 20/21 articles, including two citizen petitions and the warrant closes on August 22. 
 
 
On motion of Board member Maffei, seconded by Vice Chair Gallivan, voted to adjourn and the meeting was 
adjourned accordingly at 9:10pm. On roll call vote of the Board, Motion Passed (4-0-0). 
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