Section 5 LAND INVENTORY

1996 Open Space and Recreation plan, and other sources of Town records. Parcels in this section include both public, non-profit and private parcels which were considered by the Open Space and Recreation Plan committee to be open space and recreation parcels based on their existing designation and parcels which they considered to be significant large tracts to be protected in the future. The following list of parcels were determined based on the 2011 assessor’s parcel records, the
A. PRIVATE PARCELS
This category includes private parcels listed as an Agricultural use (pasture, tillage, or cropland), Forest or woodlands, and recreational land use by the Assessor’s records. In each category, those parcels listed with a chapter 61 tax designation, and/or a conservation restriction, and/or large (over 10 acres in size) are highlighted in the table below. The total Pasture lands acreage is 145.91, Tillage 112.16 acres and other 34.55 acres.  A list of all the parcels is included in the appendix. 
Table 5A
	Owner
	Location
	Zoning
	Use
	Total Acres
	Protection

	Bancroft/Swain
	North/High
	RA
	Forested
	98.03
	61/CR to NEEF

	Buttimer Family Trust
	North Street
	RA
	Agricultural Land
	47.06 

	61A

	Buttimer Farm
	North Street
	RA
	Single family House + Agriculture
	29
	61A

	Ellis, George & Jeanne
	Fisher Street
	RA
	Tillage
	12.10
	61A

	Glengreen Farm/
Cynthis Green Tr
	Lincoln Road
	RA
	Horse Farm
	49.32
	61A/CR to Land Trust

	Kennedy,Catherine
	North Street
	RA
	Cropland
	18.31
	

	Mahoney, Frank
	Winter Street
	
	Animal farm
	23

	61A

	
	
	
	
	
	

	SM Lorusso & Sons
	Industrial Rd
	
	Recreation
	113.21
	61B

	Tracy Firth
	North Street
	RA
	Horse Farm


	24
	61A

	Warren, Jassamine
	North
	RA
	Pasture
	12.10
	

	Walpole Sportman Club
	Lincoln Rd
	RA
	Gun Club/large wooded area
	100.3
	61B

	Walpole Country Club
	Baker Street
	
	Golf Club
	28.21

	61B

	Westwood Gun Club
	County Street
	RA
	Gun Club
	36.27
	61B


Source: 2011 Assessors Records
2. Significant areas for water resource protection, such as high-yield aquifers, lake and ponds, river corridors and/or Priority Habitat and Estimated Habitat areas (Natural Heritage Map). 


Mine Brook River Corridor

The Mine Brook River which flows from Medfield into Walpole is within Area 1 with several wells which supply Walpole’s public drinking water. Most of the parcels along the river have been acquired in the past by the Town or Conservation Commission for protection of the water supply. Mine Brook flows into Turner’s Pond and then into the Neponset River.

School Meadow Brook

School Meadow Brook flows from the Town of Sharon and discharges into the Neponset River northwest of Washington Street significant within Area 1 with several of the Town’s public water supply wells located in this area. The land on either side of the River is owned by the Town.

Spring Brook

Spring Brook is located just north of School Meadow Brook and flows from Sharon into several of the Town’s important ponds (Allen Dam Pond, Clarks Pond, Diamond Pond and Memorial Pond) before discharging to the Neponset River.

Neponset River Corridor

The Neponset River flows through South Walpole from the Town of Foxboro through the Town Forest, through downtown into East Walpole and into Norwood at Bird Pond.  The river is both a significant water resource and historic resource which played a significant role in the history of Walpole. There are several areas along the corridor which are protected by Town or Conservation Commission land and other portions of the riverfront already developed. The main problem with the portions of the river within the developed areas is dumping, trash, sedimentation and degraded banks.  The old Bird Machine Company in South Walpole is currently vacant and should have some level of resource protection to the Neponset River corridor. The overwhelming issue with the river is to treat stormwater discharge prior to entering the river.

Cedar Swamp

Much of Cedar Swamp is owned by the Conservation Commission and the Town. The main issue with Cedar Swamp is the water quality discharging into the swamp from adjacent  lands and roadways. Cedar Swamp is listed on the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Priority Habitats and Estimated Habitats Map. Access to Cedar Swamp trail is needed along the old rail way (assessors map/lot 46-54).

Traphole Brook

The section of Traphole Brook in Norwood is listed as a cold water stream on the BioMap Living Waters map. The portion located in Walpole runs through undeveloped land off of Coney Street. This section is not listed as a cold water stream but probably should. It is a beautiful and unique area of  Walpole.

3. Conservation Restrictions and Conservation Easements 
Conservation Restrictions
Glengreen Farm (2009) of Lincoln Road has a Conservation Restriction on 49 acres to the Trustees of Land Preservation.
Bancroft/Swain (1995) property in North Walpole has approximately 98 acres in a Conservation Restriction to the New England Forestry Foundation.
Bird Estates Limited Partnerships (2010) granted a Conservation Restriction on 70 acres of land within the riverfront of the Neponset River to the Conservation Commission within and adjacent to the Estates of Walpole subdivision.
Hilltop Preserve Limited Partnership (2004) granted a Conservation Restriction on 18.36 acres including a portion of Ganawatte Pond to the Conservation Commission.

Sharon Country Day Camp (1998) granted a Conservation Restriction on approximately 4.375 acres to the Town of Walpole for the protection of water resources.
Christina Drive – (1993) 13 acre conservation restriction on lot 25 to the Neponset Farm Homeowners Trust from Zoning Bylaw Open Space development (sec 10-D). 
CONSERVATION EASEMENT
Sterling Lane Condominiums on Oak Street conveyed a conservation easement of 61,710 sq ft to the Conservation Commission.

Wisteria Way II subdivision – 38.68 acres of Open Space provided under the Zoning Bylaw Open Space development (sec 10-D). 
Ganawattee Farm Preserve Open Space 14.31 acres of open space provided under the Zoning Bylaw Open Space development (sec 10-D) with a trail. 
3. Other Resource –
Blackburn Union Superfund Site, South Street: This is a brownfield site of 22 acres under EPA’s directive for expedited clean up. The Neponset River with associated wetlands and riverfront area is located on site. 
Siemans Healthcare Diagnostics, Inc. owns an undeveloped parcel of 19 acres with forested land Traphole Brook, its tributaries and associated wetlands and riverfront area. 
Baker Hughes  off of  Washington /Neponset Streets includes147  acres of land which includes portions of the Neponset River, riverfront area, a pond, forests and wetlands. The Baker Hughes site is the site of the old Bird Machine Company and there has been site remediation of the old buildings.
Cofsky property is adjacent to Baker Hugh off of Washington Street and includes 30 acres of forest and wetlands.

Cedar Swamp – There are portions of Cedar Swamp in private owners located off of Industrial Road and Main Street which are partially developed or undeveloped. 

B. Public and Nonprofit Parcels 
1. Town and Conservation Commission Land.
	Name
	Location
	Conservation 
	Town 
	Total Acreage

	Adams Farm
	North Street
	121
	157.83
	298.83

	Allen Pond Dam/Spring
	Washington St.
	41.18
	15.17

	56.25



	Bird Estates
	Endean Drive
	30
	-
	30

	Cedar Swamp
	
	263.36
	133.35
	396.71

	Clarks Pond
	Stone
	14.23
	-
	14.23

	Elm Street Trails
	Elm Street
	87.34
	7.5
	94.84

	Cobbs Pond
	Main Street
	32.8
	20
	52.80

	Lincoln Rd/West
	Lincoln Rd/West 
	163
	46.4
	210.4

	Memorial Pond
	School Street
	
	24.11
	24.11

	Mine Brook
	Elm street
	170.2
	40.45
	210.65

	Moosehill Rd/Coney St
	Coney street
	32.3
	
	32.3

	
	
	
	
	

	Neponset River
	South Street
	153.7

	18.2
	171.9

	North Walpole
	varies
	71.8
	17.5
	88.13

	Pinnacle Point
	
	14.2
	3.35
	17.87

	Turners Pond
	Elm Street
	71.85
	-
	71.85

	Town Forest
	
	32.3
	334.69
	364.99

	Totals:
	
	1328.46
	818.55
	2147.01


2. Non-profit lands – Lands in Walpole owed by nonprofits include the following:  Willett Pond owned by Neponset River Land Holding which is managed for resource protection and use by those abutting the pond, Bird Park which is open and enjoyed by the general public for a variety of recreation and other programs, the NE Forestry Foundation which owns and manages forested lands for resource protection included in the Adams Farm Management area, and the Home for Little Wanderers which owns the land off of Lincoln Road known as Longview Farms.
	Owner
	Location
	Acres
	Use
	Zoning

	Neponset River Land Holding
	Bullard Street
	190.8

	Willett Pond
	Rural

	Trustees of Reservations
	Washington Street
	94.5
	Bird Park
	PSRC

	NE Forestry Foundation
	Adams Farm Area
	66.18
	Forested
	Rural

	Longview Farm
	Lincoln Road
	159
	Forested/School
	Rural

	
	
	
	
	


3. Other public, unprotected lands – state hospitals, prison grounds, state and federal schools and institutions, etc. The Norfolk Country Agricultural School’s agricultural lands located off of Fisher and North Street should be protected with a conservation restriction or other means to protect this cultural, environmental and historic resource.
	Owner
	Location
	Acres
	Use
	Zoning

	Norfolk County Agriculture School
	Fisher/North
	382.32
	Agricultural fields and school
	PSRC

	MWRA
	Main Street
	94
	Forested
	Rural

	Commonwealth of MA
	Lincoln Rd/ Norfolk
	104
	Forested/prison
	Rural

	MBTA
	Various
	27.46
	Transportation
	Varies

	USA
	Norfolk Border
	25.82
	Forested
	Rural


Recreation Areas and Facilities

TOWN-OWNED ACTIVE RECREATION FACILITIES
	Name Location
	Facilities
	Location
	Acres
	Access
	Zoning

	Bird Middle School
	Multi-use fields with middle school. Baseball, softball, and soccer.
	Washington and East Streets
	7.6
	Parking
	RB

	Boyden School
	Multi-use field and playground. 
	Washington Street
	9.6
	Parking
	RB

	Elm Street School
	Nature Trails, Multipurpose fields 
	
	
	Parking
	R

	Fisher School
	Playground, pond, Muti-purpose field and Nature Trail
	Fisher Street
	.90
	Parking
	PSRC

	High School

Turco Fields
	Multi use field (upper); Multi-use synthetic turf field with track and bleachers (main); Baseball, softball field; Multipurpose soccer, lacrosse and football field (lower)
	Common Street
	8.6
	Parking
	PSRC

	Johnson Middle School
	Multi-purpose fields. 
	Robbins Road
	5.5
	Parking
	PSRC

	Old Fisher
	Multi-purpose field
	Main Street
	.96
	Parking
	

	Old Post Road School
	Multi-purpose Baseball Field, Basket Ball Crt and Playground
	Old Post Road
	1.5
	Parking
	RB

	Plimpton
	Softball field
	Common Street
	.6
	Parking
	PSRC

	Blackburn Hall/ Stone Field
	1- Baseball and 1- Multi-purpose Fields, and Blackburn Hall
	Stone/School Street
	2.1
	Parking
	GR

	Mylod Street Fields
	Soccer Field leased to Walpole Youth Soccer
	Mylod Street
	13
	Parking
	

	Memorial Park/
Morgan field
	Pond, Pool, Wading Pool, Trails, and Playground. Little league field
	School Street
	20
	Parking
	GR


Source: 2008 Fields  Master Plan and Recreation Commission
Trails, Ponds and Passive Recreation Areas

	Name of Area
	Managed by:
	Trail Length
	Description of Trail and other activities
	Access
	Zoning
	Protect

	Adams Farm
Management Area/Preserve
	Adams Farm Committee
	10+ miles
	There is a network of trails at Adams Farm.  See the Friends of Adams Farm website, and then click on Visitor Information for a map.
	North St/Parking
	PSRC
	Art 97

Grants

CR

	Allan dam
	Conservation Com./Town
	?
	Pond, fishing, and walking trail and flood control.
	Washington St/Parking
	PSRC
	Art 97

Con Com

	Bay Circuit Trail (BCT)
	Trails Committee
	Approx. 8 miles total


	The trail has 3 continuous but distinct sections in Walpole.

Section 1: the trail enters Walpole at the Medfield line on High St, Sec. 2 Robbins Road to Town Forest, Sec. 3 Town Forest to Sharon line at Pine Street
	Johnson Middle School , School Street public Parking, Clarks Pond, Town Forest
	Various
	

	Boyden School Nature Trail
	Boyden School
	Approx. 0.25 miles
	Wooded trails on the property of Boyden school.
	Boyden School Parking
	R
	School

	Clarks Pond
	Conservation Com
Ponds Committee
	
	Pond used for fishing, ice skating and maintained for flood control. Short Trail to Lake Street access.
	Stone and Lake Sts.
Parking
	RB
	Art. 97

Con Com

	Cobbs Pond
	Conservation Com./Ponds Committee and  School
	
	Nature Trail at Fisher School. Access road needs clearing at Main Street. Pond maintained for flood control.
	Fisher Street and Main St.
No Parking
	PSRC
	Art. 97

Con Com

	Endean Trail
	Trails Committee

Conservation Com
	Approx. 1 mile
	Trail marker at Dog Rock on Plimpton Street.  Trail follows the Neponset River long Bird Pond.
	Plimpton Street and Bird Dr.
No Parking
	RA
	Art.97 

Con Com

CR

	Elm Street School & Goetz  Nature Trail
	Elm Street  School
	Approx. 1.5 miles
	Wooded trails on the property of Elm Street school. Elm St School- Medfield border, and then ends at Lincoln Road or Granite Street.
	Elm Street
Parking
	R/PSRC
	School

Art 97 

Con Com



	As Yet Unnamed Trail
	Trails Committee

School and Conservation 
	Approx. 1.5 miles
	Trail from Johnson Middle School to Elm Street School.  Trail intersects the Elm Street School Nature Trail
	Robbins Road
No Parking
	PSRC
	Art. 97

Con Com

School

	Francis William Bird Park

(Bird Park)
	Trustees of Reservations
	Over 3 miles
	The Park also includes Ellis Field.  See the Trustees of Reservations website for more information.
	Washington Street/
Parking
	PSRC
	CR

	Turners Pond
	Conservation Com/Ponds Committee
	
	Turners Lodge for events, ice skating, and fishing. Pond maintained for flood control.
	Elm Street/
Parking Lot
	PSRC
	Art. 97 

Con Com

	Walpole Town Forest
	Town Forest Committee
	Approx. 2.5-3.5 miles
	The Town Forest is 150 acres and is traversed with trails.  About ½ of this land is north and west of Washington St, and ½ is south and east of Washington St.  See the Town Forest Committee link on the Town Committees website for more information, including a trail map.
	Washington Street

South Street

Parking
	PSRC
	Art. 97
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