


Quiet Zoned designated railroad crossings (as of 2005) less than one mile from schools with identical configuration to current Summer Street 
crossing:  2-quadrant gate arms, pedestrian gate arms, no median   

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: FRA Office of Safety Analysis, as of 7/2/23 

Winthrop Elementary School in Hamilton, MA is a 3 minute walk to a railroad crossing designated a Quiet Zone since 12/24/2005. 

There have been zero (0) train incidents at this QZ crossing which is slightly closer to an elementary school than Boyden Elementary 
School is to the Summer Street crossing. 

 The maximum rail speed on both the Hamilton and South Walpole crossings is 60mph. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: FRA Office of Safety Analysis, as of 7/2/23 

According to the FRA website there has been two incidents at the Summer Street crossing - 1994 and 1997.   
These occurred many years prior to installation of the current 2 -quadrant safety gate arms.  Incident reports below. 
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A railroad incident has a greater probability to occur at a non-Quiet Zone crossing than a designated Quiet Zone 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: FRA Office of Safety Analysis, as of 7/2/23 
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Railroad incidents are substantially lower at crossings with 4-quandrant gate configuration. 
Nonetheless, the data shows incidents have a greater probability to occur at a non-Quiet Zone crossing than a designated Quiet Zone 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: FRA Office of Safety Analysis, as of 7/2/23 
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Of 196 incidents between 2005 to 2023,  
2 were under the age of 16;  

99% of incidents were caused by those 
age 17 and older 

Numbers in the blue boxes 
represent the total incidents 

occurring in that respective year  

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: FRA Office of Safety Analysis, as of 7/2/23 
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196 33 163 23% 77%

Cause QZ Non-QZ Total % QZ % Non-QZ

Auto between gates Total 1 5 6 17% 83%

Auto between gates (weather) Total 1 1 2 50% 50%

Auto did not stop Total 16 16 0% 100%

Auto drove around gates Total 4 11 15 27% 73%

Auto drove in front of train Total 2 2 0% 100%

Auto drove onto RR tracks Total 1 1 100% 0%

Auto on tracks Total 4 34 38 11% 89%

Auto pushed into crossing (accident) Total 1 1 0% 100%

Auto slid onto tracks Total 2 4 6 33% 67%

Auto struck train Total 3 3 0% 100%

Auto stuck on tracks Total 3 6 9 33% 67%

Auto stuck on tracks (weather) Total 1 1 2 50% 50%

Auto tried to beat the train Total 2 2 0% 100%

Auto tried to drive around train Total 3 3 0% 100%

Auto trying to beat gates Total 2 1 3 67% 33%

Bicyclist struck train Total 1 1 0% 100%

Bicyclist went around gates Total 2 2 100% 0%

Cell phone distraction Total 2 2 0% 100%

Gates did not activated Total 1 1 2 50% 50%

Gates lowered on vehicle Total 1 1 2 50% 50%

Obstructed view of crossing Total 1 1 0% 100%

Ped ran infront of train Total 1 1 2 50% 50%

Ped ran across tracks Total 1 1 0% 100%

Ped ran around gates Total 1 1 100% 0%

Ped stood in front of train Total 1 1 0% 100%

Ped Suicide Total 3 5 8 38% 63%

Ped Trespasser Total 1 17 18 6% 94%

Semi Truck on crossing Total 1 1 0% 100%

Suicide Attempt Total 1 1 0% 100%

Train failed to stop Total 1 1 0% 100%

Train struck by auto Total 1 18 19 5% 95%

Truck drove around Conductor Total 1 1 0% 100%

Truck on tracks Total 6 6 0% 100%

Unoccupied auto on tracks Total 2 9 11 18% 82%

Unknown Total 1 5 6 17% 83%
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All RR Users YR

WHIS BAN GX ID RR User CITY HIGHWAY Gates

M edian 

Type

Crossing 

Position Cause 05 06 09 16 19 Total

Yes (2005) 052315W MBTA Belmont 33 Brighton St (school) 2 None Grade Ped Suicide (Age: Unknown) 1 1

Yes (2005) 052315W MBTA Belmont 33 Brighton St (school) 2 None Grade Ped Suicide (Age: 82) 1 1

Yes (2005) 052315W MBTA Belmont 33 Brighton St (school) 2 None Grade Auto stuck on tracks (Age: 58) 1 1

Yes (2005) 052315W MBTA Belmont 33 Brighton St (school) 2 None Grade Auto trying to beat gates (Age: 53) 1 1

Yes 052315W Total 1 1 1 1 4

Yes (2005) 053014E ATK Andover 60 Essex St (school) 2 None Grade Ped Trespasser (Age: 63) 1 1

Yes (2005) 053014E ATK Andover 60 Essex St (school) 2 None Grade Auto between gates (Age: 57) 1 1

Yes 053014E Total 1 1 2

Yes Total 1 1 1 2 1 6

Incidents at QZ designated crossings which are less than a mile from a school  
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: 
14 of 17 
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South Walpole Village, circa 1858 

“We must carefully examine change  
so that we are able to discard  

those aspects of change  
which would be detrimental  

to our way of life,  
and, at the same time,  

take advantage  
of those aspects of change  

which will enhance  
and improve  

our quality of life” 
 

Alex Campbell.  

Detrimental to our way of life - is the train horns 
Improve  our quality of life - is a Quiet Zone  
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